
One hundred years ago, 
the nation began the so-
called noble experiment of  
Prohibition. The hope was 
that amending the Constitu-
tion to ban alcohol would 
curb crime and corruption, 
solve social problems and 
cut the costs of  running 
prisons and poorhouses.

Noble goals, yes, but the 
unintended consequences 
of  going dry soon were re-
garded as a colossal failure. 
From 1920 to its repeal in 
1933, the nation’s consump-
tion of  liquor actually grew. 
So did organized crime, the 
burdens on law enforce-
ment, and unemployment 
for laborers and farmers.

Wauwatosa had its first 
say on the matter a decade 
earlier, when, in 1908 voters 
said they wanted the city to 
remain wet. As in the rest 
of  the state, that vote was 
preceded by decades of  
contentious debate.

Before Wisconsin was 
admitted to the union—be-
fore even the first brewer-
ies were operating in the 
unincorporated town of  
Wauwatosa in the 1850s—a 
struggle was shaping up be-
tween temperance activists 
on one hand, and brewers, 
saloon keepers and imbib-
ers on the other.

Balancing the cultural and 
ethnic bias of  the tem-
perance activists was the 
pragmatism of  state and 
local governments, which 
faced a loss of  revenue with 
the restriction of  taxes and 
licensing fees for the sale of  alcohol. 

A few Yankees trickled to the timbered banks of  the 
Menomonee River in the early 1830s and recognized the 

river’s potential for hydro-
power. A recession caused 
by the northeast’s financial 
panic in 1837 triggered a 
surge in immigration. Prot-
estants newly arrived from 
New England brought their 
cultural practices, including 
abstinence from alcohol.

“At first the settlers had 
absolute prohibition in the 
town,” according to “The 
Early History of  Wau-
watosa,” published Jan. 
4, 1902 in the Wauwatosa 
News. “They organized to 
stop every bar. There were 
three places where liquors 
were sold. They frightened 
one bar-keeper so he gave 
it up.”

Temperance organiza-
tions—some of  them 
all-male clubs that were 
secretive and highly restric-
tive—formed chapters 
throughout the state to 
support legal measures to 
ban booze.

A failed bill in Wiscon-
sin’s first legislative session 
sought to repeal the liquor 
licensing system, replacing 
it with a system that made 

tavern keepers liable for 
damages by tipsy customers. 

The first temperance soci-
ety formed in Wauwatosa in 
1848. Signers of  the club’s 
constitution—all male—
pledged to abstain from “use 
of  all kinds of  liquor, of  dis-
tilled spirits, wine, and cider.”

Temperance activism ap-
parently did not harm the marriage prospects of  women, 
either. “A society of  this nature of  peculiar interest was one 
formed by a group of  five young women,” the Milwaukee 
Sentinel reported May 7, 1933. “They vowed to tolerate the 
attention of  no young man who used either tobacco or 
liquor. And may we mention in passing that all five young 
ladies married and in the conventional ending lived happily 
ever after.” The five brides whose names were listed at the 
end of  the article were from prominent Wauwatosa families.
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John Hausch in front of his saloon at 7602 W. State St. Photo from Ken 
Hausch.
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Handbill announcing that a ma-
jority of the state had already en-
acted local ordinances restricting 
alcohol before Prohibition went 
into effect. From the collection of 
the Wisconsin Historical Society.



COOKING UP FUN FOR 
FIREFLY
Pull out your 

great-grand-
mother’s cook-
book, your 
old church 
recipe book, 
or the 1950s 
booklet on 
100 ways to 
cook Spam! 
Lend your book 

to WHS for the exhibit during 
the Firefly Art Fair, August 3-4. 
The exhibit will include cook-
books from different eras, as well 
as the vintage kitchen utensils 
those home cooks used. 
 Your items will be part of  the 

exhibit inside the Kneeland-
Walker House during the Fair, 
and will not be handled by the 
visitors. Please contact the WHS 
office and let us know what 
book (and utensils) you can lend. 
You will need to drop them off  
at KWH by July 15, and will get 
them back following the Fair.
Watch the WHS Facebook page 

in July to vote for your favorite 
recipe!

ARLINE HAYES: 
DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN
Not that we’re keeping track, 

but it has happened again—a 
treasured WHS volunteer has 
been named as Wauwatosa’s 
Distinguished Citizen.
This year’s honoree is Arline 

Hayes. In her long involve-
ment with WHS, Hayes served 
on the board and volunteered 
for many WHS fundraisers and 
educational events. Hayes shares 

her energy and charm with many 
organizations in Wauwatosa, 
and we feel lucky and grateful 
that she has chosen to devote a 
part of  her volunteering life to 
making WHS better. Thank you, 
Arline, and congratulations!

GARDEN SALE RETURNS 
MAY 31
We turn “clutter” into “classy”!
The annual Best of  Class Rum-

mage and Garden Sale fund-
raiser—known for lightly used 
toys, antiques and fun one-of-
a-kinds—is back in the coach 
house May 31 from 9 am to 4 
pm. WHS members may pre-reg-
ister with the office to get in 15 
minutes ahead of  the crowd.
Check the flyer on the website 

or in the WHS office for the 
list of  suggested donations and 
drop-off  times during the week 
of  May 27-30. (With limited 
space, we do reserve the right to 
decline a donation.)
Volunteers are needed for all 

collection times, to help with 
sales at the event, and for clean 
up and hauling. Contact chair 
Peggy Katz at mrskatzwrites@
gmail.com or call 414-771-4666.

BENTON KNEW PHOTO 
ROOM INSIDE AND OUT

No one was 
more familiar 
with the con-
tents of  the 
WHS photo 
room than 
Barb Benton 
(left).
Benton, 

a longtime 

volunteer at the society, spent 
hours researching, organizing, 
labelling and storing the thous-
sands of  photos in the collection. 
Research volunteers and staff  
relied on Benton’s ability to steer 
them toward the right image 
among the huge collection that is 
in the beginning stages of  being 
digitized.
Benton worked tirelessly on the 

Wauwatosa High School WPA 
lobby project, and served on 
the board of  directors and as a 
dedicated comittee member for 
fundraising events. 
Benton died Feb. 23.

WHS recognizes gifts of  the 
following:

In Memory of
BARBARA BENTON

Kathleen Causier
Jim and Peggy Katz

Research Library Volunteers
Jim and Janel Ruzicka
Chris and Dave Vogel

In Memory of
PAMELA WU

Jim and Peggy Katz

A Tribute to
PATRICIA FIBICH-WARNER

Chris and Dave Vogel

The Wauwatosa Historical 
Society (WHS) collects, 
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seminates the history of 
Wauwatosa. 
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ciety is a donor-supported 
non-profit organization 
with more than 600 
individual, family and 
business members.
WHS is an affiliate of 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and is supported 
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foundation grants.
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WHS
The Speaker Series on Tuesday, May 14 features 

two Bluemound Road octogenarians that never go 
out of  style—the Fruit Ranch and Gilles Custard. 
Tanya Gearhart, owner of  the Fruit Ranch, and 
Will Linscott of  Gilles Custard will talk about the 
history of  these two family businesses.
They will share stories and photographs. If  you 

have photos of  these two businesses, bring them 
along to share!
The meeting will be at the Kneeland-Walker 

House on May 14 at 7 pm, and is free and open to 
the public. 

MEMORIALS

BLUEMOUND STANDS ARE CLASSICS
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The State Senate passed a law in 1850 requiring alcohol re-
tailers to put forward $1,000 bonds “for anticipated damages 
resulting from [the] sale of  liquor.”

By this time Germans had also moved into Wauwatosa, 
where they worked as laborers, craftspeople and farmers. 
Economic hardship in various regions of  Germany caused 
successive waves of  immigration from the mid- to late 19th 
century.

“Multitudes of  German immigrants came in the decade 
between 1880 and 1890,” Adele M. Wheeler wrote in a his-
tory published in 1847 by the Wauwatosa Woman’s Club. 
“They gardened in the flats 
around State Street.  They worked 
in the stone quarries.  They were 
needed as carpenters and masons.  
A German village grew up, almost 
overnight.” 

The German immigrants were 
more diverse religiously than the 
Yankees, but their tradition of  
beer brewing and attitudes toward 
consumption brought them into 
direct conflict with the temperance 
advocates. 

Wisconsin’s German population 
opposed the state’s stringent liquor 
laws, arguing that they under-
mined individual responsibility. 

Temperance messaging targeted 
Catholics as well as foreign-born 
Germans and Irish. Only a veto 
by Governor Barstow in 1855 
prevented prohibition of  alcohol 
sales in the state, though not its 
manufacture. 

Further legislation made tavern 
owners responsible for damages 
resulting from alcohol sales to 
drunkards, though this law was replaced with a bill merely 
encouraging responsibility on the part of  tavern owners.

As the 19th century ended another temperance organiza-
tion, the Anti-Saloon League, became the leading organiza-
tion lobbying for national prohibition. In Wisconsin it was 
behind measures allowing small areas to vote themselves dry 
beginning in 1907.

In 1908 local campaigners began the push for banning the 
sale of  liquor licenses to Wauwatosa tavern owners with an 
“active and thorough campaign for no license” at the First 
Congregational Church, the Wauwatosa News reported Jan. 
24, 1908. “The congregation has been agitating the Sunday 
closing question for some time, but has not taken any steps 
toward stopping the issuing of  saloon licenses.” 

The measure drew heavy support from Methodists, Baptists 
and Congregationalists, and the president of  the Anti-Saloon 
league spoke at the Congregational Church. “No doubt this 
campaign will be one of  the hottest ever put by the Prohibi-
tionists in Wauwatosa,” the Wauwatosa News reported.

Tavern owners’ investments and livelihoods were at stake, 
and in parts of  the state where taverns closed, farmers, 
laborers and tavern employees were hurt by the economic 
fallout. Four taverns are listed in the 1907 city directory as 
operating on W. State St. More were on North Ave. and 
in other places around the city, of  course. George Lund 
ran Pabst’s Blue Ribbon Buffet at 7616 W. State St.; Julius 
Habermann owned a tavern listed as north side of  State St.; 
John Hausch owned one at 7602 W. State St., and Frederick 
Picker owned one at 7118 W. State St.

As the campaign heated up George Lund wrote an appeal 
to his neighbors’ sense of  
decency, asking that they 
not be swayed by mis-

representations of  the 
nature of  his business.

That plea, the citizens’ 
fair-mindedness, their 
love of  intoxicating 
liquors, or all three, won 
the day: The no-license 
measure was defeated by 
82 votes.

A dozen years still 
stood between the fail-
ure of  this initiative and 
national Prohibition, 
and with three-fourths 
of  the state under self-
imposed prohibition, 
Wauwatosa tavern own-

ers seized opportunity. 
By 1914 the number 

of  saloons on those few 
blocks of  W. State St. had 

doubled, with all of  the 
saloons from seven years 
prior still in business, and 
the addition of  taverns 

owned by George Crilley, John Ubelacker, Jr., Emil Klenck 
and Richard Bulgrin. In addition one owned by Charles 
Anderson opened on Main St., right around the corner from 
the Pabst Building.

Prohibition in 1920 ended all that. Although nationally Pro-
hibition was the law until 1933, Wisconsin voters repealed 
the law enforcing it in 1929, and its U.S. senator John Blaine 
proposed an amendment for repeal. Wisconsin was the sec-
ond state to ratify the 21st amendment, the only amendment 
to repeal another.

Some pre-Prohibition Wauwatosa taverns may have contin-
ued to serve alcohol before repeal. Confectionaries com-
monly provided cover for the sale of  alcohol, and Charles 
Gregory operated a billiards and soda shop business at 7208 
W. State St. in the 1920s. The tavern business resumed at 
Gregory’s immediately after Prohibition ended. Hausch’s 
tavern reopened right after repeal, as well.

“In investing I had reason to 
believe the people in this com-
munity were fair-minded and 
that my investment would be 
reasonably safe.”

“Some of the leaders in 
this movement . . . have 
deliberately resorted to 
falsehood.”

George Lund, owner of Pabst tied house and Blue Ribbon Buffet, 
wrote a letter to the Wauwatosa News pushing back on prohibition. 
Photo from the Collections of the Wauwatosa Historical Society.
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KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!Thanks to everyone who signed up for a digital newsletter.If you want to receive Historic Wauwatosa via email, send us an email with EMAIL NEWSLETTER in the subject line.

HOPS AND HISTORY

The first annual Prosit Tosa will be held on the Knee-
land-Walker Grounds this fall. 
Stock House Brewing Co. is brewing a special keg—
just for us—and there will be custom steins (and a 
stein-holding contest!) plus 
a lot of extras: pretzels, 
brats, a home brew competi-
tion, live music and dancers.
A special exhibit in the 
coach house will focus on 
Wauwatosa’s early German 
population.
The first keg will be tapped 
by a surprise guest at noon 
on Saturday, Sept. 28. The 
family-friendly event will 
run from noon to 7 pm.


