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Aurora Psychiatric Hospital is so tucked away in 
its wooded campus overlooking the Menomonee 
River that it’s easy to forget it’s there.

But the hospital has a long and proud history, 
and its presence in Wauwatosa’s village area will take on 
more prominence this year with a $35 million expansion. 
The work is expected to be done by 2018.

Aurora’s plans call for demolition of three buildings to 
consolidate residential substance abuse and rehabilita-
tion facilities. Construction of a parking structure also is 
planned.

Before the psychiatric hospital was established in 1884, 
the property was owned by Oliver Harwood, namesake 
of Harwood Avenue. He and his wife, Clarissa, and five 
children moved to Wauwatosa in 1852.

On 15 acres he purchased from Charles Hart, Harwood 
built a large house on what today is Dewey Avenue. That 
house, no longer standing, later was used by the sanitari-
um as an administration building.

Harwood, a miller, was wealthy enough to also have a 
piano toted from his former home in Rushville, NY, to 
Wauwatosa. That piano was a first for Wauwatosa. After 
he died at age 62 in 1867, his estate left money for a 
library. The Harwood Library and Lecture Association 
was formed in 1886, and the first library building, at 
Harwood and Milwaukee avenues, bore his name. 

 By the time the library association had been founded, 
none of the Harwoods was still alive. Tuberculosis 
claimed the lives of three daughters and a son in early 
adulthood. Clarissa died at age 77 in 1880, and the Har-

In response to popular 
demand, the Wauwatosa 
Historical Society (WHS) 
speaker series is moving 
from evenings to afternoons 
for January and March.

The speaker at 1:30 p.m. 
Jan. 12 is Patrick Steele, a 
history professor at Con-
cordia University Wiscon-
sin. Steele, a passionate fan 
of the original Milwaukee 
Brewers and the old Mil-
waukee Braves, will discuss 

the battle drawing the Bos-
ton Braves to Milwaukee. 

Steele believes the success 
of the minor league Brew-
ers in drawing big crowds to 
their home at Borchert Field 
paved the way for bringing 
the major league Braves to 
Milwaukee. 

Steele was born in West 
Bend, after the Braves 
moved to Atlanta in 1965.

 “Perhaps the greatest indi-
cator of how great of a base-

ball town Milwaukee (has 
been) was that in the lame 
duck year for the Braves, 
1965, when a court order 
had been used to keep the 
team in town, the attendance 
at County Stadium was still 
more than 551,000,” Steele 
told the Milwaukee Post in 
2013. “In the team’s last 
year in Boston, when the 
community did not know 
they were leaving, they only 
drew around 280,000.”

The battle for the Milwaukee BravesSPEAKER

Hospital has long 
Wauwatosa history

Patrick Steele will speak
1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12
at the First Congregational 

Church, 1511 Church St.

See AURORA, page 3

BUILDINGS TO BE RAZED

Schroeder Psychiatric Clinic

Dewey Center Adult Chemical Dependency Services

Alumni House
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The non-profit, edu-
cational Wauwatosa 

Historical Society 
(WHS) was founded 
to research the his-
tory of our area and 
to collect, preserve 
and exhibit objects 
from our past. WHS 
is an affiliate of the 

Wisconsin Historical 
Society. Member-

ships include a 
subscription to 

Historic Wauwatosa, 
discounts off regis-

tration fees for adult 
education programs 
and other benefits. 
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3 BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED 
AT ANNUAL MEETING

Three new members were 
elected at the WHS annual meet-
ing to three-year terms on the 
board of directors. They are Erik 
Madisen, Peggy Rooney and 
Melissa Stippich.

Special thanks to departing 
members Tom Gaertner and 
Stephanie Merz.

Other 2016 directors are Wil-
liam  Cummings, John Goudie, 
Beth Jaworski, Peggy Devitt 
Katz, Mary Kogler, Denise 
O’Meara, Brian Stutzki, Chris 
Vogel and Phil Warner.

RESEARCH LIBRARY 
REOPENS JAN. 6.

The Judith A. Simonsen Re-
search Library, closed during the 
holidays, reopens Wednesday, 
Jan. 6. Research questions may 
be submitted by email, but the 
library is open to the public from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednes-
days.

KNOW ANYONE WHO 
SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED? 

The WHS Oral History Com-
mittee has restarted and has 
been off and running for almost 
two years. In February 2014, 
committee members sat down 
with an existing list of potential 
interviewees and decided how to 
tackle the task of recording their 
stories of life and work in Wau-
watosa. 

Since that time, commit-
tee members Mike Bliesner, 

Carolyn Dressler, Dave Vogel, 
Pam Wu and chairperson Peggy 
Devitt Katz have conducted 
more than a dozen interviews 
and placed the recordings and 
accompanying subject indexes in 
the library. 

Among others, the oral history 
subjects have included business-
men, former mayors, Wauwa-
tosa Distinguished Citizens, and 
neighbors of the Kneeland-Walk-
er house when it was occupied by 
the Walker Family. 

If you have suggestions of 
others who might contribute to 
Wauwatosa’s history, please send 
an email to the WHS with names 
and reasons why they would be 
good interview subjects.

And if interviewing is an activ-
ity you might enjoy, let us know. 
The more committee members 
we have, the more we will learn 

about our Wauwatosa roots. Let 
us know if we can sign you up.

 

Jan. 12: 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Speaker Series: Stealing Home, 
The Battle for the Milwaukee 
Braves, with Patrick Steele. First 
Congregational Church, 1511 
Church St.
 
March 8: 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Speaker Series: Hats Off to Her 
Story, with Carol Jensen. First 
Congregational Church, 1511 
Church St.

March 12: 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Blarney Run/Walk, Underwood 
Parkway area with start at Hoyt 
Park. See website or March 
newsletter for details.
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HYSTERICAL SOCIETY 
PLAYERS RETURNING
FOR MYSTERY NIGHTS 

The Hysterical Society Players will be 
presenting a 10th production of a Mys-
tery at the Mansion on Feb. 19, 20, 26 
and 27.

These popular audience participa-
tion shows blend laughter, mystery, food, drink and a beautiful 
setting, the Kneeland-Walker House, in one terrific fundraising 
event for the Wauwatosa Historical Society.

 This year’s show is “Pen and Paper: A Murderous Caper.”
 A maximum of 80 tickets per performance are available, and 

the shows sell out quickly. For those looking for an unusual and 
special holiday gift for friends and family, here’s your chance. 
Tickets are $35 for WHS members and $40 for non-members. 

THANK YOU TO CHRISTMAS DECORATION VOLUNTEERS

A mighty team of volunteers again brought Christmas magic 
to the Kneeland-Walker House in preparation for the public 
open house Dec. 5-6.

Thank you to all two-dozen volunteers who helped, especially 
Mary Kogler for again leading the crews, along with her depu-
ties, Lynn Burke, Kelly Kramer and Tracy Wey. 

WHS also thanks Outpost Natural Foods for donating treats 
served during the open house hours.

The decorations will be put away beginning Jan. 12.
And before you put away your own decorations, please con-

sider donating to the Kneeland-Walker House any Christmas 
items you’re no longer using. Volunteers always are looking for 
additional strands of clear tree lights. Also needed are more 
Christmas greenery, holly, garland and ribbon. And to boost 
safety during next year’s decorating, a sturdy six-foot ladder 
also is on the WHS wish list. 

CALENDAR

WHS volunteers crafted ornaments in a Victori-
an-era style for the Christmas tree in the parlor 
of the Kneeland-Walker House.

WHS



wood’s last surviving son died a year 
later.

In 1884, the Milwaukee Sanitarium 
was founded and capital stock was 
raised to buy Harwood’s property.

The sanitarium association appointed 
James McBride to establish and run the 
hospital. McBride had been super-
intendent of the nearby Milwaukee 
County Hospital for the Insane since it 
opened in 1880.

At first, the sanitarium consisted of 
Harwood’s farmhouse and a three-story 
building that could accommodate 15-
20 patients and attendants.

More land later was purchased and an 
addition was put onto the farmhouse 
to handle up to 40 patients.

Aurora’s archivist, Jon Van Beckum,  
wrote that the hospital established a 
reputation that attracted people from 
throughout the Midwest who were 
seeking treatment, rest and recupera-
tion. Patients often arrived by trains, 
which stopped nearby along State 
Street.

Some patients were celebrities. Even 

before privacy laws, ethical standards  
long prohibited disclosing the identi-
ties of those patients. But one troubled 
star rumored to have been treated in 
Wauwatosa was Judy Garland. Garland 
died in 1969 at age 47. The cause of 
death was a barbiturate overdose.

 McBride retired in 1895 and moved 
to California. He was succeeded by 
Richard Dewey, who was superinten-
dent until 1919.

Dewey was editor of the American 
Journal of Insanity, now the American 
Journal of Psychiatry, “and was an inter-
nationally known and respected leader 
in psychiatry,” Van Beckum wrote.

Dewey introduced a “cottage system” 
in which patients stayed in smaller, 
self-contained cottages, based on 
whether they were deemed curable or 
incurable.

A dormitory for nurses, office build-
ings and a bath house were added in 
1896 and 1897. The bath house was 
equipped with the first hydro thera-
peutic apparatus to be installed west of 
the Allegheny Mountains, Van Beckum 
wrote.

More buildings followed in 1905 and 

1906. A gymnasium was fitted with 
the “Zander apparatus,” designed for 
passive exercises, including “vibratory” 
treatment.

After John Flammang Schrank tried 
to assassinate former President Theo-
dore Roosevelt in Milwaukee in 1911, 
Dewey served as chairman of a com-
mittee that declared Schrank insane.

Dewey retired in 1919 and moved to 
California.

The private hospital continued to 
grow and remained profitable, even 
during the Great Depression. It didn’t 
become a nonprofit hospital until 
1954.

With an additional land purchase, the 
campus grew to 32 acres.

The Milwaukee Sanitarium changed 
its name in 1964 to Milwaukee Psy-
chiatric Hospital to reflect the shift 
from “rest” to treatment. Also that year, 
Kradwell High School was opened on 
the campus to meet educational needs 
during lengthy inpatient stays.

Under financial pressure, the hospital 
affiliated with Aurora Health Care in 
1993. The hospital’s name was changed 
in 2001 to Aurora Psychiatric Hospital. 

AURORA, from page 1
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From Tosa’s Blanchard Street 
to the Streets of Old Milwaukee

A little bit of Wauwatosa 
history is on display at the 
exit from the newly reno-
vated Streets of Old Milwau-
kee exhibit at the Milwaukee 
Public Museum.

It’s a fountain 
that stood 
outside the 
Blanchard 
Street pumping 
station from 
1904 to  about 
1968. For its 
first 50 years, 
artesian well 
water bubbled into the foun-
tain’s cast iron basin.

There appear to be virtually 
no records of why the foun-
tain was donated first to the 
city and later to the museum.

“Mary A. Sanford” was the 
donor. Her name appears 
under the fountain’s statue of 
a classically draped figure.

 Census records show 
Sanford was a 65-year-old 
widow living in Wauwatosa 
when she donated the foun-
tain.

She was born in Wiscon-
sin, but her 
parents were 
from England, 
according to 
the census.

Her husband 
was George W. 
Sanford, a real 
estate agent 
who until 

shortly before his death in 
1904 owned land along State 
Street. He died at age 70 of 
heart  disease and what then 
was called dropsy (edema).

 Mary Sanford died at age 
73 in 1911. She and her 
husband are buried at Forest 
Home Cemetery in Milwau-
kee. Mary Sanford’s fountain graced Blanchard Street for 60 

years and now is at the Milwaukee Public Museum.
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by 2018.

Aurora’s plans call for de-
molition of three buildings 
to consolidate residential 
substance abuse and rehabil-
itation facilities. Construc-
tion of a parking structure 
also is planned.

Before the pyschiatric 
hospital was established 
in 1884, the property was 
owned by Oliver Harwood, 
namesake of Harwood Av-
enue. He and his wife, Clar-
issa, and five children moved  

to Wauwatosa in 1852.
On 15 acres he purchased 

from Charles Hart, Har-
wood built a large house 
on what today is Dewey 
Avenue. That house later was 
used by the sanitarium as an 
administration building.

Harwood, a miller, was 
wealthy enough to also have 
a piano toted from his for-
mer home in Rushville, NY, 
to Wauwatosa. That piano 
was a first for Wauwatosa. 
After he died at age 62 in 
1867, his estate left money 
for a library. The Harwood 
Library and Lecture Asso-
ciation was formed in 1886 
and the first library building 
bore his name. 

 By the time the library as-
sociation had been founded, 
none of the Harwoods 
were still alive. Tuberculosis 
claimed the lives of the three 
daughters and one son in 
early adulthood. Clarissa 
died at age 77 in 1880 and 

In response to popular 
demand, the Wauwatosa 
Historical Society (WHS) 
speaker series is moving from 
evenings to afternoons.

The speaker at 1:30 p.m. 
Jan. 12 is Patrick Steele, a 
history professor at Concor-
dia University Wisconsin. 
Steele, a passionate fan of the 
original Milwaukee Brew-
ers and the old Milwaukee 
Braves, will discuss the busi-
ness aspects of attracting the 

Braves to Milwaukee and  ul-
timately losing them. Steele 
believes the success of the mi-
nor league Brewers in draw-
ing big crows to Borchert 
Field paved the way for bring 
the major league Braves to 
Milwaukee.  

Steele grew up in West 
Bend, after the Braves moved 
to Atlanta in 1965.

 “Perhaps the greatest indi-
cator of how great of a base-
ball town Milwaukee (has 

been) was that in the lame 
duck year for the braves, 
1965, when a court order 
had been used to keep the 
team in town, the attendance 
at County stadium was still 
more than 551,000,” Steele 
told the Milwaukee Post in 
2013. “In the team’s last year 
in Boston, when the com-
munity did not know they 
were leaving, the only drew 
around 280,000.”
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Hospital has long 
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Dan Emmer and Sharon Braun, portraying Mr. and 
Mrs. Emery Walker, with Jill Gaertner, right. 

Mary Johnson and her husband, 
Bruce Miller, sample treats in the din-
ing room. Helen Albert entertained 

with Christmas music 
throughout the evening.

Decorated for Christmas, the Kneeland-
Walker House was the place to be Dec. 
4 to celebrate the 125 years since the 
mansion was built.  The party also was 
a fundraiser for WHS to continue its 
preservation and education mission.  


