
Older schools in Wauwatosa get high 
marks for contributing to neighbor-
hoods, according to a survey com-
missioned by the Wauwatosa Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

The  Architectural and Historical 
Survey of  Non-residential Properties, 
done last year by Legacy Architecture, 
a certified historical architectural firm, 
identified five public school buildings 
as having such high historic quality that 
they are eligible for listing on the Na-
tional Register of  Historic Places, either 
alone or as part of  a historic district. 
These schools are Jefferson, Lincoln, 
McKinley and Washington elementary 
schools, and East High School.  

Today we take these schools for 
granted, but they were built as part of  
a school system that started about 150 
years ago. 

The first substantial school building in 
Wauwatosa was built in 1871 on farm-
land that would become the northeast 
corner of  Wauwatosa and Milwaukee 
avenues. During the previous 30 years, 

Wauwatosa children were educated in 
basic, mostly one-room schoolhouses. 
This new two-story building with its 
bell tower stood proudly alone, its only 
neighbors widely spaced farm houses.  
It had about eight classrooms that 
served as grade school on the first floor 
and high school on the second.   

A companion structure of  equal size 
built in 1876 connected via passageway 
to the original school. The new building 
became the high school and the older 
building the grade school.

By 1892 improved streetcar service 
connected Milwaukee with the suburbs, 
and population growth drove school 
development in Wauwatosa over the 
next several decades.

A handsome two-and-a-half-story 
red brick building on the northwest 
corner of  Wauwatosa and Milwaukee 
avenues, pictured below, facing Milwau-
kee Avenue, went into service in 1906. 
It continued to be used by high school 
classes for the next 50 years.

It soon was apparent that more 
schools were needed, and neighbor-
hood schools were the solution. In 1919 
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Q&A with Erin Kell, 
WHS Events Coordinator

Q: What are some highlights of  this year’s 
Firefly?

A: We are excited that on-site grill-
ing is back. The caterer is serving up 
delicious butter burgers, brats, hot 
dogs and pulled pork sandwiches. 
Come hungry!

For your sweet tooth, we’ll have 
home-made pies, brownies and 
Sprecher root beer floats.

There also will be a new picnic 
area in the garden, where you can 
enjoy music and grab a drink and 
lunch.

Q: How many artists are at the fair?

A: We had a high number of  ap-
plicants this year, which is great 
because the Firefly is our most 
important fundraiser.

We’ll have 85 artists and vendors 
on the grounds, and you can look 
for many new artists mixed in with 
those familiar faces.

Q: Are there activities for the whole 
family?

A: Definitely! the UW-Milwaukee 
Print Club will have a booth where 
volunteers can help kids screen print 
a shirt.

An educational exhibit in the 
house will focus on World War I. We 
have artifacts from the time period, 
as well as silent films from the era. 

Bring some friends and come out 
to enjoy art, history food, music and 
fun! This1906 photo shows the public high school at the northwest corner of Milwaukee and 

Wauwatosa avenues. Postcard from WHS Collections.

Firefly Art Fair
Aug 4 & 5,10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Exhibit: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Kids’ Activities: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Music: 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 2-4 p.m. (Sat.)
12:30 - 2:30 p.m., 3-4 p.m. (Sun.)



GARDEN PARTY 
FUNDRAISER IS JULY 18

True to early-summer form, 
the grounds are resplendant with 
texture and color. Treat yourself  
to their relaxing seclusion on 
Wednesday, July 18, at the Friends 
of  the Garden reception. 

The annual fundraiser helps to 
support the expense of  planting 
and maintaining the gardens. 

The reception is 6:30-8 p.m. 
(Rain date: July 19.) RSVP to the 
WHS office. Please consider a 
donation of  $10 per person or 
$18 per couple. 

EXTERIOR UPGRADES AT 
KNEELAND-WALKER HOUSE

The house and coachhouse are 
in great condition well into their 
second century. 

Two projects are in the works 
for ensuring they stay that way for 
another 100 years.

The exteriors show signs of  
wear and weathering, so a paint-
ing crew will begin work after the 
Firefly Art Fair and August rentals 
are complete.

A second project to provide 
some exterior lighting on the 
front of  the house, pathways and 
the porte cochere will begin at 
around the same time.

Learn more about the project at 
the Garden Reception on July 18: 
The lighting plan will be avail-

able to view, and staff  and board 
members will be on hand to 
answer questions.

SECOND ACTS: HOMES ON 
TOUR STAY RELEVANT 

Repurpose, restore and reuse are 
keywords in the Tour of  Homes 
Oct. 6. 

Tourgoers have the rare oppor-
tunity to visit an Eschweiler build-
ing being converted into a single-
family home, as well as houses 
across Wauwatosa that range from 
renovated to brand-new. 

Advance tickets will be avail-
able at Wisconsin Garden & Pet, 
8524 W. North Ave., and the Little 
Read Book Store, 7603 W. State 
St. Tickets also can be pre-ordered 
from the WHS website and picked 
up on tour day.

Full-price tickets are available 
the day of  the tour at headquar-
ters at the Landing at Hoyt Park.

WHS members are eligible for 
discounted tickets, which can be 
purchased online, at the office and 
on tour day.

BEST-OF-CLASS RUMMAGE & 
GARDEN SALE WRAP-UP 

Fair weather and one-of-a-kind 
items were a winning combination 
for the fourth annual fundraiser.

Board member Peggy Katz, 
along with a dozen or more vol-
unteers, put in hours of  work to 
make the sale a success. Thanks to 

all who donated items and worked 
on making it a great sale.

TARA O’DONNELL IS 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Tara O’Donnell is the first re-
cipient of  the All History is Local 
scholarship awarded by WHS to 
a graduating senior demonstrat-
ing excellence in school, as well 
as intention to pursue a degree in 
education or history.

Calling her selection “an honor,” 
O’Donnell said she plans to 
use the scholarship to purchase 
textbooks when she begins her 
studies next fall at University of  
Wisconsin-Madison.

WINNING ART 
CONTEST ENTRIES 

Nearly 100 students in the el-
ementary grades competed in the 
annual Student Historic Site Art 
Contest promoting appreciation 
of  local historic buildings. 

Chair Claudia Shea announced 
the following winners:
Grade 4K: 1st: Oliver Michaud, Lincoln; 
2nd: Piper Kitzerow, Lincoln. Grade 5K: 
1st: Avery Kitzerow, Lincoln; 2nd: Hans 
Kasdorf, Lincoln. Grade 1: 1st: Ryan 
Schroeder, McKinley; 2nd: Wil Nencka, 
McKinley. Grade 4: 1st: Felix Bucaro, 
Underwood; 2nd (tie): Maddison Con-
nolly, Underwood, and Isabel Taormina, 
Eisenhower. Grade 5: 1st: Katherine 
Alayon, Underwood; 2nd: Nick Enters, 
Underwood.

The Wauwatosa Historical 
Society (WHS) collects, 
preserves and dis-
seminates the history of 
Wauwatosa. 
Founded in 1977, the so-
ciety is a donor-supported 
non-profit organization 
with more than 600 
individual family and 
business members.
WHS is an affiliate of 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and is supported 
by individual gifts, 
membership fees, and 
foundation grants.
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Historic Wauwatosa  [ISSN0195-
2951], published six times a year, 
is a WHS membership beneft. Full 
membership levels start at $20 for 
seniors, $25 for individuals, $30 for 
families, $40 for organizations and 
$55 for businesses.

You can receive Historic Wauwa-
tosa digitally right in your email 
inbox. Going paperless is fast, 
easy and convenient, and it helps 
WHS save on printing and postage 
costs so your support has an even 
greater impact. Send us an email 
and signup now.

Historic Wauwatosa welcomes 
submission of articles and pho-
tographs. WHS does not assume 
responsibility for statements made 
by contributors.
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WHS AT CENTENARY OF THE WWI ARMISTICE, 
FIREFLY EXHIBIT LOOKS AT WAUWATOSA LIFE

The U.S. entered 
World War I in 
April 1917, and 
soon this “war 
to end all wars” 
touched on most 
parts of  Americans’ 
lives.

Letters and re-
cords in WHS col-
lections show that 
home and public 
activities revolved 
around supporting 
the country and its 
military to win the 
Great War raging in 
Europe. To win this 
total war, sacrifice 
and making do were 
accepted as a part of  
life for everyone.

Wauwatosans, like most Americans, were preoccu-
pied with the prices of  butter and flour, the Spanish 
flu, and the fear that soldiers, whether neighbors 
or loved ones, might not return home safely. Anti-

immigrant feelings ran 
high, yet most people, 
even the well-off, em-
braced the sacrifice of  
rationing to benefit the 
greater good.

The exhibit inside 
the Kneeland-Walker 
House during the Fire-
fly Art Fair—”’Tosa 
Goes to War”—will 
encourage visitors to 
learn about aspects of  
war-time life. 

The exhibit opens 
at 11 a.m. Aug. 4 and 
5. Footage of  troops 
in Europe and propa-
ganda films by Charlie 
Chaplin will run each 
hour. 

Gas canister, bag and helmet were standard equipment for 
soldiers in World War I. 



Lincoln grade school went up north of  
the high school on Wauwatosa Avenue. 
Washington School was built at 68th 
Street and W. Garfield Avenue in 1921. 
Aetna Park (now Jefferson) was built 
on Aetna Court at 69th Street in 1924. 
This was followed by Wilson on what 
today is Glenview Avenue at Portland 
Avenue in 1925. These 
schools were  designed 
by the architectural firm 
Herbst and Kuenzli. In 
ensuing years, additions 
to these schools increased 
their capacity.

In 1922 a new concept in 
education came to Wau-
watosa: the junior high 
school. The little used 
1871 and 1876 school 
buildings were converted 
for use by 7th through 9th 
graders. By 1928 a new 
junior high school was 
built a half  block north of  
Milwaukee Avenue, behind 
the existing two-building 
junior high but facing 75th 
Street, and named Long-
fellow.

In 1929, before anyone 
knew the Depression was 
imminent, two virtually du-
plicate grade schools were 
built: Roosevelt on 73rd 
Street at Wright Street, 
and McKinley on 89th at 
Meinecke Avenue. These 
were designed by Herbst 
and Kuenzli in the art deco 
style.

The new junior high was 
the first of  four quartile 
units of  a “high school 
quadrangle” envisioned by 
Herbst and Kuenzli. The 
old 1871 and 1876 build-
ings were demolished and 
that provided space for the 
second unit, a new high school, a half  
block north of  Milwaukee Avenue. This 
second building, a beautiful art deco 
structure, faced Wauwatosa Avenue 
with its main entrance at the base of  a 
proud five-story tower.

 Opened in 1931, the school’s art-
deco lobby was painted with murals on 
the upper portion of  the walls. These 
murals, subsequently covered over in a 
1970s remodeling, were meticulously 
restored in the 2000s by the efforts 
of  a group of  caring citizens with the 
leadership of  the Wauwatosa Historical 
Society and the school administration. 

Ed Wilkommen, in a July 2002 Historic 

Wauwatosa article, cited the remem-
brances of  WHS researcher Tom 
Kraseman of  his high school days in 
the 1930s: “The building has been lov-
ingly designed with students in mind, to 
provide them with an open and cheer-
ful environment calculated to lift the 
spirits and inspire the mind. Topping 
the building was a soaring art-deco 
tower which we all loved . . . the perfect 

symbol for the school’s lofty aspira-
tions.” 

 The third unit was built in 1937 
south of  the second, extending to the 
corner of  Wauwatosa and Milwaukee 
avenues. This unit was an expansion 
of  the new high school to the south 
and comprised study halls, a library, a 
cafeteria in the basement, and a beauti-
ful auditorium that, in Wilkommen’s 
words, was “acoustically near perfect, 
with a large stage, dressing rooms and 
seating for some 1300 people.” 

Unit 4, built in 1939 on the northwest 
corner of  75th Street and Milwaukee 
Avenue, completed the quadrangle. It 

had a large gymnasium that could be 
separated into sections.

Hawthorne Junior High School, also 
designed by Herbst and Kuenzli, in 
the Georgian Revival style, was built at 
7700 Portland Avenue in 1931 to serve 
the city’s south side. Its tower replicates 
the one on Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia, and it was the first Wauwa-
tosa school to have a swimming pool. 

Closed in 1981, Hawthorne 
was converted to apartments 
for senior citizens. Although 
the building was expanded 
and converted to a new use, 
the exterior was impeccably 
preserved.    

Hawthorne School marked 
the end of  an era of  tradi-
tional-style buildings in the 
school system. The other city 
schools—five grade schools, 
two middle schools and West 
High School—were built be-
tween 1955 and 1970 in con-
temporary/modern styles. Of  
these, Legacy cites Jefferson 
as eligible for the National 
Register as a local example of  
contemporary architecture.     

The old high school on 
Milwaukee Avenue was torn 
down in 1955 to make way 
for the modern addition to 
Lincoln in an era that did not 
respect traditional architec-
ture.   

From 1973-75, East High 
School underwent extensive 
renovations that included 
removal of  the top of  the 
tower, window alterations 
and the addition of  class-
rooms and a large gym on the 
east side. The school grounds 
were extended east from 
75th to 74th Street. Viewed 
from Wauwatosa Avenue, the 
school remains a handsome 
structure.

The school district is devel-
oping a facilities plan for improvements 
to the school buildings, to improve 
access and security, increase heating 
and cooling efficiency, and provide the 
best learning environment. The district 
should keep in mind the wonderful 
education that has been provided in 
the old buildings even to this day, and 
endeavor to preserve the charming his-
toric structures that have sustained the 
tradition of  quality education.

Charlie Mitchell is a member of  the Wauwatosa 
Historic Preservation Commission.
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High school and grade school, first school (on left) built in 1876.  

Aetna Park School was built in 1924 and burned in 1955. Jeffer-
son School was built in its place. From WHS Postcard Collections
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GARDENS

Join us for the Firefly 
Art Fair Aug. 4-5.

IT’S RAINING GARDENS! HALLELUJAH!

Milwaukee Green Summer workers install 
a front-yard rain garden last summer in 
Whitefish Bay.

7406 HILLCREST DRIVE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The historical society is always looking for ways to go green. 
A partnership funded by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District is 

helping that effort in the Kneeland-Walker gardens this summer.
MMSD’s Milwaukee Green Summer project works with one municipality each 

year to educate and install infrastructure for rainwater management, like rain 
barrels and gardens. 

A rain garden on the Kneeland-Walker grounds will collect and infiltrate 
rainwater on-site. Properly placed and designed rain gardens reduce runoff  and 
flooding, as well as filter pollutants that are carried in the runoff  after a storm. 

Rain garden plants create habitat for birds, butterflies and 
all sorts of  pollinators.

Milwaukee Green Summer is providing a design, labor 
and supplies, including plants, for the rain garden on the 
grounds. A portion of  the front lawn will be dug out and 
planted with deep-rooted native plants in July. The plants 
will be specially selected to complement the Kneeland-
Walker gardens’ sensibility, colors and textures. A plant 
list will be available to view at the annual garden reception 
fundraiser on July 18. (See additional information on page 
2.)

Check out Tosa Green Summer on Facebook or email 
TosaGreenSummer@gmail.com if  you’d like more infor-
mation or a free rain barrel installed on your property.


