
Art + music + food trucks = 
REFRESHED FIREFLY FUN

By DAVE VOGEL
dmvogel@wi.rr.com

Any hotels in Wauwatosa? The 
answer in 1895 was “no.”

With the county’s hospital 
and asylum west of the Village area, 
Wauwatosa had grown to become 
a travel destination for Milwau-
keeans. A visit to and from made 
for a long day.

Eliza Gregg, who lived on Har-
wood Avenue, then known as Main 
Street, is credited with respond-
ing to that need for a hotel after a 
friend who was visiting her son at 
the sanitarium complained about 
the “long trip back” to Milwaukee.

Because there were no hotels, ac-
cording to descendant James Gregg 
Raschka, “my great grandmother 
invited the woman to stay at her 
house over night. ... This incident 
set Eliza Gregg to thinking,” Gregg said.

Eliza asked her husband, Luther, to build a three-story 
wooden structure at what today is 7335 Harwood Ave. that 
Eliza named the Irvington Hotel. The origin of that name 
seems to have been lost in the mists of history.

“Her father, Jacob Carter, 
had willed her a tract of land 
on North Main (Harwood 
Ave.), across from where the 
first library stood,” Gregg 
wrote. “Within a few days 
the stakes were laid out and 
the building began.”

He said the building 
originally had 30 bedrooms, 
two bathrooms and a dining 
room that could accommo-
date more than 100 people. 
It also featured a three-story 
front porch and a basement 
ballroom with a hardwood 
floor. 

The hotel was near the 
Milwaukee and Wauwatosa 
Plank Road, now named 
Milwaukee Avenue, and a 
street car from Milwaukee ran 
in front of the hotel.

Besides hosting travelers, the hotel’s spacious dining room 
served as a meeting site for local clubs. It also was the site of 
weddings, funerals and parties.

What ever happened to the old Irvington Hotel?

Food trucks and a new appeal to 
kids’ interests should help Firefly 
Art Fair — Aug. 5-6 — maintain 
its reputation as the must-attend 
event  for a truly Tosaful summer.

The fair makes full use of the  
beautiful 1.5-acre grounds as well 
as the Victorian-era Kneeland-
Walker mansion, 7406 Hillcrest 
Drive. It’s the society’s most im-
portant annual fundraiser, as well 
as the event of the year that in-
volves the most volunteers.

The fair is open 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. each day. Admission is $5 
and free for children 12 or under.

Saturday, Aug. 5: Falafel, 

shwarma, schnitzel and other tra-
ditional Middle Eastern cuisine 
are specialties of Falafel Guys. 

Sunday, Aug. 6: Good grilled 
cheese on fresh baked bread and 
maybe some bacon are what the 
Gouda Girls food truck is all 
about. Just don’t ask for mayo.

The fair’s musical line-up re-
mains a work in progress, but 
more than 80 artists will be on 
hand, selling their creations.

Inside the mansion, kids will 
serve as docents exhibiting popu-
lar kids’ books, games and other 
pastimes from the 19th and  20th 
centuries.

See HOTEL, Page 3

Food trucks are new at this year’s Firefly Art Fair. 
Try Falafel Guys on Saturday and the Gouda Girls 
on Sunday.

It’s hard to recognize Harwood Manor, 7335 Harwood Ave., from 
this undated photo of the building during its early 20th century 
heyday as the Irvington Hotel. 
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OCT. 7 TOUR OF HOMES 
SHOWCASES WARREN AVE.

See “What’s Cookin’ on War-
ren” Saturday, Oct. 7, when the 
annual WHS Tour of Homes 
features homes in the Historic 
Heights neighborhood that re-
cently have undergone kitchen 
remodeling.

The tour will be from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Advance tickets for $17 
will be available at Wisconsin 
Garden & Pet, 8524 W. North 
Ave., and the Little Read Book 
Store, 7603 W. State St. Tickets 
also can be pre-ordered at www.
wauwatosahistoricalsociety.org 
for day-of-tour pickup. Tickets 
discounted to $14 are available 
to WHS members if purchased 
online or at the WHS office.

On Oct. 7, tickets for $20 ($17 
for WHS members) will be avail-
able at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
1717 Church St.

Proceeds benefit WHS.

HOME AND GARDEN SALE 
WAS THE BEST SO FAR 

WHS’ third annual Home and 
Garden Sale in June brought 
in $1,700, making it the most 

sucessful sale so far. Thank you to 
Peggy Devitt Katz for organizing 
the event and to all of the many 
volunteers who helped.

YOU’RE DUE FOR A RELAXING 
EVENING IN WHS GARDENS

Wednesday, July 19, is an 
evening set aside for you to help 
celebrate the untold hours of 

volunteer work that create and 
maintain our  beautiful gardens 
on the grounds of the Kneeland-
Walker House.

WHS Friends of the Garden is 
hosting its annual reception from  
6:30-8 p.m. (Rain date: July 20.)

RSVP to the WHS office. Please 
consider a donation of $10 per 
person or $18 per couple. 

The Wauwatosa Histori-
cal Society (WHS) col-
lects, preserves and dis-
seminates the history of 
Wauwatosa.  Founded 
in 1977 the society is a 
donor-supported non-
profit organization with 
more than 600 individ-
ual family and business 
members. WHS is an 
affiliate of the Wiscon-
sin Historical Society 
and is  supported by 
individual gifts, mem-
bership fees, and foun-
dation grants.
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for individual seniors and 
$50 for businesses. 

You can receive Historic 
Wauwatosa digitally, right 
in your email inbox. Going 
paperless is fast, easy and 
convenient, and it helps 
WHS save on printing and 
postage costs so your sup-
port has an even greater 
impact. Send us an email 
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Historic Wauwatosa wel-
comes submission of arti-
cles and photographs. WHS 
does not assume responsi-
bility for statements made 
by contributors.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

HISTORIC WAUWATOSAWWW.WAUWATOSAHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG PAGE 2, JULY 2017

WHS

NOTEWORTHY

Raising our dues wasn’t an easy 
decision, but it was a unanimous 
one. Until now, the WHS board 
of directors hadn’t adjusted them  
in more than two decades. 

Effective Sept. 1, this new dues 
structure is set:
n Seniors (individual or mar-

ried): $20
n Individuals: $25
n Families: $30
n Nonprofit organizations: $40
n Businesses: $55
n Firefly level: $75
n Supporting: $150
n Sustaining (includes one 

guest membership): $500
n Patron: (includes two guest 

memberships): $1,000
While our financial reserves re-

main strong, we need to protect 
them, catch up with inflation and 
sustain our pay-as-we-go organi-
zation.

As I said in my May letter, the 

board also is debating whether 
to change our name to Historic 
Wauwatosa, long the name of this 
newsletter. 

As other his-
torical societies 
are discover-
ing, the word 
“society” in re-
cent years has 
taken on new 
connotations, 
suggesting to 
some potential 
members that 
we’re some sort 
of high-falutin’ 
organization. That I’m president 
is proof that we’re anything but 
exclusive!

Anyone is welcome to join and 
share our love for local history and 
researching and sharing that his-
tory, preserving our past and help-
ing others protect their own slices 

of Wauwatosa history.
Historical society members 

know that it’s especially true that 
times change, and so do the mean-
ings of words. The question we 
need to answer is whether our or-
ganization would be better served 
by changing our name to one that 
might more easily communicate 
our missions of preservation and 
education to new generations.

We’ver heard from some mem-
bers who have well-reasoned 
opinions for and against a change. 
When all is said and done, we 
may decide to leave the name as 
it is. But it’s a worthwhile debate. 

We’re taking our time as we 
carefully consider the name. 
Please take a moment to give us 
your opinions.

Chris Vogel
President

Vogel

Dues to increase; name change still being mulled

Peggy Rozga, author of 200 Nights and One Day and widow of civil rights activist 
James Groppi, spoke at an orientation July 7 for more than two dozen docents 
who volunteered to help with the WHS “Crossing the Line” exhibit at the Little 
Red Store on Harwood Avenue. The traveling exhibit was created by the Wiscon-
sin Historical Society and was on display three weekends in July.

‘CROSSING THE LINE’ EXHIBIT DRAWS CROWDS



Luther Gregg died in 1913, but 
his widow continued operating the 
Irvington until 1928 when she sold 
the property and it was turned into a 
rooming house.

Over the years, the building suf-
fered from some historically insensi-
tive changes, including removal of the 
third-story porch and covering of the 
clapboard with an asphalt siding that 
was popular in the 1940s and ’50s.

The most unusual design 
feature of the boxlike struc-
ture was an L-shaped re-
turn on the first two floors 
where the porch becomes 
recessed into the build-
ing, architectural historian 
H. Russell Zimmermann 
of Wauwatosa wrote in 
the Milwaukee Journal in 
1977.

What little character the 
building had was destroyed 
when the upper porch was 
removed and the walls were 
covered with the asphalt 
siding, he wrote. 

Today, the building 
is known as Harwood 
Manor. It’s divided into 20 
living units served by five 
bathrooms and the large 
dining room where com-
munal meals are shared 
during holidays, accord-
ing to building manager 
Camille Johnson.

Johnson said she and 
her husband have enjoyed  
living in the building 
about 25 years. She said 
the rooming house offers 
a family-like atmosphere 
and attracts tenants “from 
all walks of life.” Johnson 
has decorated the entry 
hall with historic photos 
of the building. She also 
decorates inside and out 
for major holidays.

Rent at Harwood 
Manor ranges from $225 to $375 per 
month, Johnson said.

Through the years, the city asses-
sor’s office has described the building’s 
condition as “poor to fair.” Owner John 
T. Lynch of Wauwatosa defends the 
property’s condition. “I’d live in there,” 
he said in a recent telephone interview. 
“It’s a nice building and really provides 
a service for people who live there.”

Lynch said he has owned the property 
since the late 1960s. Its assessed value 

in 2013 was $386,400.
While other histories state that the 

hotel was built in 1895, city records 
show 1890 as the construction year.

Descendant Raschka, who grew up on 
Aberdeen Court, said it was his under-
standing that the hotel opened in 1898, 
a year after construction was begun.

 While the Irvington was Wauwatosa’s 
only hotel until 1928, it wasn’t the first. 
That distinction belongs to the Samuel 
Putney Inn, which was built shortly 
after the first roads were cut through 

the Village area in the 1830s, according 
to Zimmermann.

The Putney Inn was at the site of 
what today is Lefeber Square and its 
Noodles & Company restaurant. The 
inn was a typical white clapboard 
country tavern of Greek Revival design, 
he wrote. It was the area’s only coach 
stop for more than 40 years and was a 
popular stopover for teamsters driving 
covered wagons from the lead mines in 
Platteville and Mineral Point. It later 

served the four-horse Concord stages 
that regularly passed through on pas-
senger and mail runs. 

The inn had been purchased by 1866 
by Norman Cadwell, who refurbished 
the building and renamed it the Wau-
watosa House. Later that year, Zim-
mermann wrote, Cadwell sold the inn 
to Chicagoan G.W. Few, who renamed 
it the Hyde Park House. By 1874 it 
had reverted to the name Wauwatosa 
House. By the 1880s, the hotel had 
acquired a “scandalous reputation” and 

there were “frequent distur-
bances” on the premises.

“Supposedly because 
of these eyebrow raising 
events,” Zimmermann 
wrote, “James Lefeber and 
his two brothers bought the 
place and put an end to its 
hotel days.”

It became Lefeber Broth-
ers General Store in 1886, 
and the building was 
replaced in 1908.

Wauwatosa was without 
a hotel for almost a decade 
until the Irvington opened.

Meanwhile, Luther Gregg, 
a native of Elyria, Ohio, 
was gaining hotel experi-
ence in Milwaukee. He 
had married Cornelia A. 
Sherman, and his father-in-
law offered him a chance to 
operate a resort hotel in a 
mansion on the Lake Mich-
igan bluff at the southern 
end of Terrace Avenue. 
Cornelia died at age 32 
after two years of marriage, 
and her father then took 
over the hotel, according to 
Zimmermann. 

Gregg built a home on 
Farwell Avenue in 1876 
and the next year mar-
ried Eliza. They had a 
daughter who contracted 
a respiratory ailment, and 
a physician advised them 
to move her away from 
the lake. They set out for 
Wauwatosa and lived near 

the sanitarium from 1880 until 1885 
when Mrs. Gregg purchased a one-acre 
lot for $700 in Hunter’s subdivision on 
Main Street, according to Mrs. Gregg’s 
granddaughter, the late Jane Raschka. 
Raschka was quoted about the property 
in a 1978 edition of Historic Wauwa-
tosa.

Eliza sold it in 1927 and lived at a 
home at 72nd and Garfield Avenue 
until Jan. 1, 1937 when she died at age 
87.

HOTEL, from page 1
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Eliza and Luther Gregg 
(left) built the Irvington 
Hotel, shown in this 
recent photo, in the late 
1890s. It was turned into a 
boarding house in 1927.



FIREFLY ART FAIR IS AUG. 5-6. 
DETAILS ON PAGE 1.
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8th GRADER INVENTORIES KIDS’ 
BOOKS, LEADS FIREFLY DOCENTS 

Cadette Girl Scout Molly Chartier is 
on her way to earning a Silver Award af-
ter finishing a stint in the WHS research 
room preparing an inventory of text-
books used in bygone years by Wauwa-
tosa students.

Molly is the daughter of Michael and 
Jennifer Chartier.

By the time she enters eighth grade at 
Longfellow Middle School this semester, 
she expects she will have put in the 80 
hours needed to earn the award.

Molly has been entering data she com-
piled about the books into a computer 
using PastPerfect, a software designed for 

use by museums and historical societies.
Most of the books are from the late 

1800s and early 1900s, but some are 
from as recently as the 1980s, she said. 
Many of the books are McGuffey’s read-
ers, the self-described bibliophile said.

Learning the PastPerfect software and 
becoming more familiar with WHS op-
erations were highlights of her summer 
experience, she said.

The books are part of an exhibit on 
children’s pastimes inside the Kneeland-
Walker House during the Firefly Art Fair 
Aug. 5-6. Molly also is recruiting a team 
of contemporaries to help as docents of 
the exhibit.

Molly is with Girl Scout Troop 3274. Molly Chartier

HISTORIC WAUWATOSA
PUBLISHED BY THE WAUWATOSA HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

KNEELAND-WALKER HOUSE

Beige:  20c  20m  40y  0k
Burgandy:  40c  80m  70y  50k
Green:  60c  0m  95y  40k

HISTORIC WAUWATOSA:  Belwe Condensed BT   Bold   62.4/ 74.88
PUBLISHED BY THE WAUWATOSA HOTORICAL SOCIETY INC.:  Myriad Pro   Regular   9/13
KEELAND-WALKER HOUSE:  Myriad Pro  Condensed   9/13

HISTORIC WAUWATOSA
PUBLISHED BY THE WAUWATOSA HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

KNEELAND-WALKER HOUSE

Beige:  20c  20m  40y  0k
Burgandy:  40c  80m  70y  50k
Green:  60c  0m  95y  40k

HISTORIC WAUWATOSA:  Belwe Condensed BT   Bold   62.4/ 74.88
PUBLISHED BY THE WAUWATOSA HOTORICAL SOCIETY INC.:  Myriad Pro   Regular   9/13
KEELAND-WALKER HOUSE:  Myriad Pro  Condensed   9/13


