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SPEAKER

Then and now, 
presidential 
politicking 

Get a close-up view and an explana-
tion of the evolution of presidential 
campaigns, plus a little historical con-
text, when Thomas Kitchen speaks to 
the Wauwatosa Historical Society at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, May 10.

And if you’ve saved political memora-
bilia that might be valuable, feel free to 
bring it to the meeting for an appraisal.  
Kitchen has a decade of experience ap-
praising such items at an annual Mil-
waukee Public Television fund-raiser. 

Kitchen has been collecting buttons 
and other campaign items since his boy-
hood in the 1960s. His personal collec-
tion is enormous.

One of many neat items Kitchen prom-
ises to bring is a tin lantern that promot-
ed the 1900 “Full Dinner Pail” re-elec-
tion campaign of  William McKinley. 
The campaign took basic dinner pails 
and punched out the slogan “McKinley 
and Roosevelt Four Years More Of The 
Full Dinner Pail.” 

Kitchen has been active with the 
American Political Items Collectors for 
45 years and served as an officer for six 
years. He attended every Democratic 
Party presidential convention since 
1968, save 1984 when he ran unsuc-
cessfully for the Assembly. He also was 
a Jimmy Carter elector at the 1976 elec-
toral college.

Campaign memorabilia collector 
Thomas Kitchen will speak: 

7  p.m. Tuesday, 
May 10

at the 
First Congregational Church,

 1511 Church St.

Merisa Tomczak (left) and Carol Rosen are two of the researchers who regularly staff the 
Judith A. Simonsen Research Library at the Kneeland-Walker House.
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Digging for information sometimes 
can be dirty work.

Volunteers at the Wauwatosa His-
torical Society’s Judith A. Simonsen 
Research Library have learned to not 
wear white while doing their jobs. Old 
books and boxes of papers they deal with 
sometimes are caked with the grime of 
age, coated with dust. 

“Books with leather bindings leave a 
chalky orange residue on your hands,” 
said Carol Rosen, library and collec-
tions chair.

Although researching local history 
sometimes is messy, it also can be fas-
cinating. And when the volunteers suc-
ceed in fulfilling requests for informa-
tion, the work also is gratifying.

Research and preservation are at the 
heart of what goes on at the Simonsen 
library.

Research requests usually are submit-
ted by phone, email or in-person vis-

its and are answered by Rosen, Merisa 
Tomczak or Barbara Ingram. Tomczak 
is the library’s general manager and also 
a WHS communications specialist. In-
gram, a retired school psychologist, of-
fers expertise in genealogical research.

Others volunteers are Barb Benton 
and Katy Kern. Benton has helped with 
organizing more than 10,000 photos in 
the archive. Kern has been indexing the 
“Register of Burial” from the old poor 
farm on the county grounds.

Last year, the team tackled more than 
135 research requests, 59 for houses or 
businesses and 31 for information about 
people.

All those requests take time — more 
than 1,000 hours in 2015.

Rosen has a Ph.D. in geography and 
taught for 22 years at the University 
of Wisconsin–Whitewater. She retired 

Heart of the matter: 
Research and preservation 

SEE RESEARCH PAGE 3



STUDENT ART CONTEST
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Wauwatosa schools stepped up 
competition with an impressive 
273 entries in the WHS annual 
Student Art Contest, which pro-
motes appreciation of local historic 
buildings.

Here are the 2016 winners and 
their schools:

Grade 4K: 1st: Jacob Foley, 
Lincoln; 2nd: Ruby Connelly, 
Lincoln.

Grade 1: 1st: Will Moertl, 
Eisenhower; 2nd: Aniha Sri Ven-
kat, Eisenhower.

Grade 2: 1st: Liliana Medina, 
Washington; 2nd: Evelynn Lasse, 
Washington.

Grade 3: 1st: Meghan Bran-
denburg, McKinley; 2nd: Vida 
Hutchinson, Roosevelt.

Grade 4: 1st: Benjamin Jiang, 
Eisenhower; 2nd: Ava Grissmeyer, 
Wilson.

Grade 5: 1st: Sophia Zimmer-
man, St. Joseph’s; 2nd: Bruno 
Gilkay, Roosevelt.

Thank you, Claudia Shea for or-
ganizing the contest and to fellow 
judges Cathy Denny and Grace 
Gnorski. 

GUESS LOCATIONS OF HOMES 
SHOWN IN PHOTO DISPLAY

Identify the locations of nine 
houses shown in photos on display 
at the Little Red Store this summer 
and you could win a free one-year 
WHS membership. The beautiful 
photos, recently donated to WHS, 
were printed in a booklet in the 
early 1990s.  Architectural details 
of the houses are the focus of the 
photos, which will be exhibited 
beginning June 4. The deadline 
for submitting answers is Sept. 15. 
Winners’ names and the locations 
of the houses will be announced 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 8, at the 
Little Red Store.

FRIENDS OF GARDEN 
RECEPTION IS JUNE 22

Celebrate all the blossoms of 
the Kneeland-Walker gardens 
and thank the volunteers, led by 
Carolyn Dressler, who make it 
so beautiful, at the WHS annual 
Friends of the Garden reception 
from 6:30-8 p.m., Wednesday, 
June 22. R.S.V.P. to the WHS of-

fice. Please consider a donation of 
$10 per person or $18 per couple. 
The rain date is June 23.

BLARNEY RUN/WALK 
AGAIN CHARMS WHS 

“Blarney” is talk that isn’t true, 
but still nice to hear. For WHS, 
it’s both nice to hear and true 
that our Blarney is a run/walk 
that for 23 years has raised more 
than $300,000 for the society and 
has attracted more than 16,000 
participants. Thank you to Jeff 
Roznowski and all of the many 
volunteers who have conducted 
this WHS fund-raiser over the 
years. Roznowski ended his leader-
ship of the event this March.

HOME AND GARDEN SALE 
PLANNED FOR JUNE 3

Mark your calendars for the 
Second Annual WHS Home and 
Garden Sale, on June 3. Starting 
May 31, WHS will be accepting 
your treasures for resale to benefit 
WHS. Contact Peggy Katz at 
pegkatz@wi.rr.com with any ques-
tions or to volunteer to help.

CORRECTION

A memorial donation listed 
in March in the name of Eric       
Schnepp was from David and 
Carol Fulcher. David’s name was 
mistakenly omitted. 

The non-profit, edu-
cational Wauwatosa 

Historical Society 
(WHS) was founded 
to research the his-
tory of our area and 
to collect, preserve 
and exhibit objects 
from our past. WHS 
is an affiliate of the 

Wisconsin Historical 
Society. Member-

ships include a 
subscription to 

Historic Wauwatosa, 
discounts off regis-

tration fees for adult 
education programs 
and other benefits. 
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WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO WITHOUT THESE GUYS?
When WHS purchased the Kneeland-Walker House 29 years ago, 

Gene Brown volunteered to be caretaker, mowing the lawn, trim-
ming hedges and clearing snow from the walkways and drive. He 
has been doing it ever since. For the past 15 years, Brown has been 
joined by Roger Wedel. Both now have retired.

“This is one of our biggest losses ever,” said Janel Ruzicka, WHS 
executive director. “Through all their years of unwavering dedica-
tion, I’ve often thought they were here at the Kneeland-Walker 
House more than I was.”

Mowing the lawn takes two to three hours a week. How long or 
how often it takes to remove snow is anyone’s guess.

Unless successors step forward, WHS will be paying thousands of 
dollars each year to hire out this work, Ruzicka said.

“We’ll do that if we have to, but we’re hoping some white knights 
come to our rescue,” she said.

 If you’ve ever dreamed of being a white knight, contact Ruzicka 
at the WHS office for more information. 

Kneeland-Walker House caretakers Roger Wedel, left, and Gene Brown are 
retiring after years of dedicated volunteer service.



about four years ago and has been 
working in the library since January 
2014.

Ask her about the geography of 
Wauwatosa and she likely has the 
answer on the tip of her tongue.

“I guess I’ve got a spatial brain,” 
Rosen said.

It also helps that Rosen has lived 
in Wauwatosa most of her life. 

“I delight in every question asked 
that gives me an opportunity to 
learn about Wauwatosa, its history, 
and what people really consider to 
be important in their lives, whether 
it’s genealogy, their house history, or 
what things used to be like.”

When their attention isn’t devoted 
to research, the volunteers are orga-
nizing and indexing archival mate-
rials that have been acquired by or 
donated to WHS over the years.

These days, the research volun-
teers have their eyes on the future 
as much as the past and are seeking 

member donations totalling $300 to 
purchase software that would allow 
WHS to exhibit select records that 
have been digitized for a computer 
catalog called PastPerfect. The ex-
hibited records would be viewable 
on the WHS website. 

The goal is to get the software up 
and running this summer.

Donations exceeding the cost of 
the software would be used for a 
scanner and other materials needed 
to preserve the archives, Tomczak 
said.

In a dream world, everything in 
the archive would be online and 
searchable from the comfort of 
home.

But digitizing everything would be 
a Herculean job. Besides purchasing 
additional equipment, creating and 
maintaining a searchable database 
would be a full-time job.

“It would be prohibitively expen-
sive,” Tomczak said. “Because it isn’t 
realistic at the moment, we are fo-
cusing on improving physical and 
catalog access to our materials.”

JUDITH A. SIMONSEN: 
The library’s beloved 
founder was a profes-
sional historian and 
lifelong Wauwatosa 
resident. Simonsen 
(right) died in 2007 
at age 70. She gave 
many lectures on the 
architectural history 
of Milwaukee and wrote many articles 
on Wauwatosa and Milwaukee history. 
Creating the WHS library was her retire-
ment project.

COLLECTIONS: The library’s collections 
focus on Wauwatosa history. Items 
include Common Council minutes 
from 1898 through 1958, city directo-
ries from 1892, 1896, 1902, 1907 and 
1914-1989; most back issues of Historic 
Wauwatosa, the Wauwatosa News and 
Wauwatosa News-Times; historic photos 
of buildings, families and individuals; 
maps, books, reference materials on 
architecture and building restoration 
and manuscript collections on govern-
ment, businesses, organizations, indi-
viduals, families, churches, houses and 
landmarks.

HANDLING: The library gener-
ally is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. WHS researchers bring 
materials to the Board Room. Materials 
are not available for checkout. 

CAUTIONS: Some collections are 
restricted by donors. WHS reserves the 
right to restrict fragile or unprocessed 
materials. Permission to reproduce 
does not constitute permission to pub-
lish. The library areas are on the second 
floor of the Kneeland-Walker House 
and are not handicapped accessible.

FEES: Thanks to our generous volun-
teers, members and donors, we provide 
research services free of charge. Re-
production fees vary. Black-and-white 
photocopies are 25 cents per page; 
color copies are 50 cents. Digital scans 
are $25 per image. 

DONATE: Do you have family histories, 
photographs or business records from 
Wauwatosa? WHS may be interested in 
adding them to the collection.

LIBRARY AT A GLANCE

RESEARCH, FROM PAGE 1

A Sanborn insurance map book 
is one of researcher Merisa Tom-
czak’s prized tools in the histori-
cal society’s Judith A. Simonsen 
Research Library.  The Sanborn 
maps were created to estimate 

fire risks.  Wauwatosa’s large 
map book was published in 

1927 and updated with paste-
overs through 1959.
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DR. FISK HOLBROOK DAY HOUSE,  DRAWN 
BY  THIRD GRADER MEGHAN BRANDENBURG 

FOR WHS 2016 STUDENT ART CONTEST. 
SEE PAGE 2 FOR LIST OF WINNERS. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CARDS WILL HELP MAKE 
WAUWATOSA STROLLS 
MORE INTERESTING

A boxed set of classy and colorful 
cards laying out 10 self-guided walk-
ing tours of Wauwatosa is available 
for purchase from the Wauwatosa 
Historical Society — at the Little 
Red Store on Saturdays through 
summer, or at the Kneeland-Walker 
House during regular hours, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m., Mondays through Thurs-
days.

The set, created by Some Monkey 
Business LLC, is available for $20.

Besides the mapped tours, the 
collection includes eight other cards 
highlighting the architecture and 
history of Wauwatosa.

Profits from sales of cards pur-
chased from WHS benefit the 
historical society.

HISTORIC
WAUWATOSA


