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Yes, the WHS annual Volunteer Recogni-
tion Dinner on Nov. 8 is the same day as the 
presidential election, but we encourage you to 
vote early and then join us for a brief program 
and annual business meeting that will be done 
before anyone knows the election results.

The last time the election was this far into 
November was in 1988 when membership 
meetings were on a different schedule. No-
vember elections are scheduled on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday of the month.

Nov. 8 also is our night to vote on much  
less contentious WHS business. This will be 
your chance to elect or re-elect four directors 

to the 2017 board.
It’s also our night to thank all members who 

continue to support the society with financial 
contributions as well as time volunteering to 
make possible all of the WHS educational 
and preservation programs.

Plans for next year’s speaker series also will 
be announced. Scheduling the speaker series 
in the afternoon during the dark, cold months 
of January and March proved so popular it’s 
being repeated.

A light meal of lasagna soup, salad, dessert 
and beverages will be served.

R.S.V.P. to the WHS office by Nov. 3. 

SEE CLYMAN, PAGE 3

MOUNTAIN MAN
James Clyman embraced the wilderness 
but couldn’t abide Wauwatosa winters

By DAVE VOGEL
dmvogel@wi.rr.com

Early 19th century adventures of the intrepid James Cly-
man are so extraordinary that it’s understandable that 
Wauwatosa isn’t alone in staking claim to his fame.

For nine years beginning in 1835, he lived and worked off 
and on in the Town of Wauwatosa. Those were his relatively 
unadventurous years, building and running a sawmill on the 
Menomonee River, about four miles west of Milwaukee’s 
boundary at that time. Restless and fed up with Wauwatosa win-
ters, he left about 1844, eventually settling in California’s Napa 
Valley and writing a memoir of his years as a mountain man.

With Jedediah Smith, one of the first Americans to cross into  
California from the east, Clyman and a party of other mountain 
men discovered the South Pass through the Rocky Mountains 
in 1824. After Smith prevailed in a fight with a grizzly bear, it 
was Clyman who reattached Smith’s scalp and ear. Years later, 
while back in the mountains, Clyman encountered the infamous 
Donner party, giving them travel advice that they rejected. If 
they had listened, they might not have ended up snowbound in 
the Sierra Nevada during the winter of 1846-47. Some of the 
pioneers resorted to cannibalism to survive. 

Clyman was born in 1792 on a Virginia farm owned by 
George Washington. His family migrated west and Clyman 
worked as a Rocky Mountain trapper from 1823 to 1827.

He later fought in the Black Hawk War in the same company 
as Abraham Lincoln. 

A grizzly bear tore off the scalp and an ear of mountain 
man Jedediah Smith (above) and James Clyman, a 
future Town of Wauwatosa pioneer, sewed Smith back 
together.

Our vote is to pat each other on the back  
DINNER
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Natalie Wysong has a history with the 
Wauwatosa Historical Society and, as of last 
month, is the society’s executive director.

Wysong, communications specialist for 
the society until about two years ago, suc-
ceeds Janel Ruzicka, a leader of the society 
for more than a quarter century.

For now, Ruzicka is remaining on the staff 
until Wysong hires an assistant. Although 
she looks forward to retirement, Ruzicka 
promises she will be an active WHS volun-
teer.

Ruzicka said she was thrilled with the de-
cision by the board of directors to hire Wysong. “I 
know we’re in good hands,” she said.

Wysong and her husband, Ron Grass, have lived 
in Wauwatosa since 2001 with their sons Benny and 
Henry.

“I grew up on a Kansas farm, so I appreciate how 
the society can give newcomers a sense of place,” 

Wysong said. “Our research library is key.”
 Wysong said she plans to build on the 

success of WHS events that are essential to 
maintaining the society’s headquarters in the 
Kneeland-Walker House, but also hopes to 
launch new educational programs to involve 
more people. 

Wysong attended last month’s Local His-
tory and Historic Preservation Conference, 
sponsored by the Wisconsin Historical So-
ciety. Also at the conference were Carol 
Rosen, research library director, and WHS 
President Chris Vogel.

“It was wonderful to network with people from 
other historical societies and pick up new ideas at the 
workshops,” Wysong said.

Save the date: Planning has begun for a reception 
honoring Ruzicka. It will be from 3-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 29 at Harwood Place. Watch for details in the 
January edition of Historic Wauwatosa.  

Wysong

The non-profit, edu-
cational Wauwatosa 

Historical Society 
(WHS) was founded 
to research the his-
tory of our area and 
to collect, preserve 
and exhibit objects 
from our past. WHS 
is an affiliate of the 

Wisconsin Historical 
Society. Member-

ships include a 
subscription to 

Historic Wauwatosa, 
discounts off regis-

tration fees for adult 
education programs 
and other benefits. 
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WHS
MEET OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHRISTMAS WILL BE JOLLIER 
IF YOU LEND US A HAND

Join our regular crew of elves in 
decorating the Kneeland-Walker 
House from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15, and Wednes-
day, Nov. 16. Is it such a big job 
that it takes two days or are the 
volunteers taking their sweet time 
because they’re having so much 
fun? Ask Mary Kogler. She’s the 
leader of the elves. Her phone 
number is 414-453-4989. 

The beautifully decorated house 
again will be open to the public 
for a free reception from 1-4 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 3, and Sunday, 
Dec. 4. We need docents and 
cookie bakers to step forward. 
We can’t invite guests without 
docents to show them around or 
serve homemade treats. Call the 
WHS office if you can help bake 
or be a docent.

We’re also excited that the 
Christmas train, “All Aboard for 
Tosa Cares,” again will be making 
a stop in the Village, near our  
Little Red Store visitor center. 
The train is expected to arrive 
between 5 and 6 p.m., Tuesday, 
Dec. 6. 

Last year’s train stop drew 
thousands. With your help, we 
hope to sell some treats and raise 
a little money to further advance 
the society’s education and pres-
ervation missions.

RETIRED BOARD MEMBER
PETERSEN WAS A FORCE 

Civic leader and former WHS 
board member Marion R. Pe-
tersen died Sept. 23 in Arizona, 
where she had moved in 2001. 
She was 84.

Besides her WHS leadership 
role (1993-1999), Petersen was 
an alderwoman (1976-92) and 
first woman to serve as common 
council president (1988-92). She 
was the first chairwoman of the 
Wauwatosa Beautification Com-
mission, began the commission’s 

annual garden 
tour in 1993, 
helped launch 
the annual Yard 
of Distinction 
awards, led the 
city in adopt-
ing the daylily 
as its official 
flower, and was 
behind putting 
up “Welcome 

to Wauwatosa” signs and flower 
beds at gateways to the city.

In addition to her husband, 
Gordon M. Petersen, she is sur-
vived by children Scot Petersen 
and Susan Jacobs and grandchil-
dren. 

Her family asked that dona-
tions in her memory be made to, 
among others, the Wauwatosa 
Historical Society.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR 
WHS BUSINESS MEMBERS

Support the following businesses 
that hold WHS memberships:

Beyer Construction
Crowley Construction Corp.
Epiphany Learning Academy 

Gietl Signs
J. Jeffers & Co.
K2 Group LLC

LandCrafters Inc.
Leff ’s Lucky Town

Neptune Financial & 
Management Services LLC

Niemann’s Home Made Candies
Outpost Natural Foods

Puhl’s True Value Hardware
Teofilo & Company

Tarwicki Electric
 

WHS recognizes gifts in honor 
or memory of the following:

In Memory of
CHERYL HENKEL
James and Janel Ruzicka

MEMORIALS

Petersen



The Mountain Man kept meticulously detailed journals 
that first were published in 1928, along with correspon-
dence. Some of his journals are believed to have been lost. 
And some historians have speculated that he didn’t maintain 
the journal during quieter periods in his life. Either way, 
that probably explains why Clyman left no account of his 
years in Wauwatosa.

Clyman’s diaries were reprinted in 1984 in Journal of a 
Mountain Man, edited by Linda M. Hasseltrom.

At age 15, Clyman and his family moved west. When he 
was about 17 he briefly served in the War of 1812.

By 1818, he farmed in Indiana, but at age 24 switched 
careers, becoming a surveyor. 

By 1823, Clyman ended up in St. Louis where he joined 
Smith in a beaver trapping expedition. It was on that trip 
that Smith was attacked by a grizzly bear, which tore off 
Smith’s scalp and an ear and probably broke several ribs.

“I got a pair of scissors and cut off his hair and then began 
my first job of dressing wounds,” Clyman 
wrote. “Upon examination, I found the bear 
had taken nearly all of his head in his capa-
cious mouth ... .”

Clyman returned to St. Louis in the fall of 
1827. He sold 278 pounds of beaver skins for 
$1,251. This was at a time when $200 a year 
was considered good pay.

Clyman lived in Illinois and Wisconsin for 
the next 17 years. In Danville, IL, he bought 
land and set up his two brothers with farms. 
Clyman then helped establish one of the first 
general stores in Danville.

When the Black Hawk War broke out in 
1832, Clyman enlisted in a company of 
mounted volunteers. Clyman served in the 
military until 1834. Two years later, Wisconsin Gov. Henry 
Dodge appointed him colonel of the Wisconsin militia.

He later returned to Danville, but Clyman and his friend 
Hiram J. Ross set out for a return to Wisconsin in January 
1835.

“We made our claims on government land,” Ross wrote. 
“We stayed about three weeks in Milwaukee and then we 
went back to Danville together. We traveled on horseback. 
About the last of February, Clyman and I started for Mil-
waukee again with two teams loaded with provisions. We 
were about seven or eight days on the road. (Clyman and I) 
built a sawmill on the Menomonee River, about four miles 
from Milwaukee, in 1836, in the spring and summer.” It 
was known as the Ross Mill.

Maps indicate the mill was between what today are N. 
Hawley Road and N. 60th Street, according  to Carol 
Rosen, chair of the WHS Research Library & Collections 
committee. 

Ross’ name is on a list of the 65 first settlers of Wauwa-
tosa. That list doesn’t include Clyman. Clyman’s name is on 
a list of the first 107 settlers of Milwaukee, but that Mil-
waukee list also includes at least seven names also on the list 
of Wauwatosa pioneers.  The overlap probably is explained 
Wauwatosa being part off the old Town of Milwaukee until 
1842. When the old Town of Wauwatosa existed, N. 27th 
Street was its east border.

Ross, who corresponded with Clyman after Clyman 
moved away, and his wife, Hannah, are buried at Wauwa-

tosa Cemetery. Hiram died in 1893 at age 92; Hannah died 
in 1880 at age 63.

In November 1835, Clyman and a friend, 27-year-old 
Ellsworth Burnett, set off for a trip in search of land to buy. 
On their second day, they reached the Rock River near what 
today is the Village of Theresa in Dodge County. There, 
they met an Indian woman from whom they bought a ca-
noe for 50 cents. Soon after, the woman’s husband and son 
arrived, learned what had happened, and set off to pursue 
Clyman and Burnett, aiming to recover the canoe and kill 
them in retaliation for the death of the Indian woman’s 
brother. A solider at Fort Winnebago had killed him two 
years earlier.

About 1 1/2 miles from Theresa, Clyman and Burnett 
prepared to spend the night in a deserted cabin. The two 
Indians entered the cabin, where Burnett was making a fire, 
and shot and killed him. Clyman, outside gathering wood 
for the night, figured out what had happened and fled. The 
Indian fired his gun hitting his left arm and breaking the 

bone just below the elbow. The Indian’s son 
then fired Clyman’s own gun, which was in 
the cabin, loaded with buck-shot. That struck 
his leg.

Clyman, 43 at the time, ran like a deer, 
dodging back and forth and hiding under 
a fallen tree until the voices of his pursuers 
faded in the distance. He bound his wounded 
arm with his handkerchief and set off back to 
Wauwatosa.

On the second day of his walk, he arrived 
in Cold Spring in Jefferson County and met 
his old Rocky Mountain friend, John Bowen. 
Bowen, among the first 65 settlers of Wau-
watosa, took Clyman to a nearby house and 
dressed Clyman’s wounds.

Bowen, born in New York, was married to 
Hannah Hoyt in 1837 by a circuit rider minister. They lived 
the rest of their lives in Wauwatosa. He died in 1880 at age 
71; She  died in 1886 at age 68. They are buried at Forest 
Home Cemetery in Milwaukee.

Clyman left Wisconsin in the spring of 1844 to tour the 
country and seek a more comfortable climate. He initially 
went to Arkansas and later to Independence, MO, where he 
joined pioneers  bound for Oregon. He arrived in Oregon 
in October 1844 and essentially was a tourist in western 
Oregon and California for the next 1 1/2 years.

In April 1846, Clyman returned to Missouri and, later, 
Wisconsin. On that trip, Clyman joined others who were 
bound for Oregon or California. 

In late June, he met along the Platte River with members 
of the infamous Donner Party and warned them to aban-
don their plan to follow the Hastings Cutoff, which crossed 
Utah’s Wasatch Mountains and Great Salt Lake Desert. 

Clyman spent the next year and a half in Wisconsin, 
meeting with friends and settling his affairs. By the spring of 
1848, Clyman returned to Independence and worked as a 
guide for a wagon train composed mostly of members of the 
McCombs family. California was their destination. When 
they arrived, Clyman married Hannah McCombs. She was 
26; he was 57.

Clyman ran a fruit and dairy farm in the Napa region of 
California. He and Hannah had five children, four of whom 
died of scarlet fever. He died in 1881 at age 89. She died in 
1908 at age 86.
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James Clyman



TOUR OF HOMES DAZZLED 
EVEN ON A DAY OF DRIZZLE

Despite so-so weather, the Highlands @ 
100 Tour of Homes on Oct. 1 exceeded 
expectations with nearly 600 people touring 
six homes in the Washington Highlands.

Thank you to the homeowners who made 
this educational event and fund-raiser 
possible: Frederick C. and Kay W. Aus-
termann, Robert and Margaret Gintoft; 
Jeff and Christa Klarer; Patrick and Jodi 
Keller; James Sanger and Mary Newton, 
and Richard Wilkie and Steven Stolman.

The historical society enlists an army of 
volunteers to help with the tour. More than 
100 docents work half-day shifts in the half-
dozen sites. Behind the scenes, it involves 
lining up owners  who generously open their 
homes, and volunteers who research the his-
tory and architectural features of each house.

Now it’s time to start working on next 
year’s tour of stately homes along Warren 
Avenue in the Historic Heights neighbor-
hood. 
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