
Thousands of  trees honoring the soldiers of  “the great 
war” were planted throughout the U.S. following the end 
of  WWI. Wauwatosa established a small memorial in Root 
Common in 1928, and installed a plaque and planted three 
elms to commemorate the Wauwatosans who died as a result 
of  the war. 

As conceived, the park didn’t withstand Dutch Elm disease 
and modernization of  traffic patterns in the village. Never-
theless, a dedicated group of  city officials, veterans and local 
history supporters worked to stay true to the memorial’s 
purpose and reestablish this little bit of  Wauwatosa history 
that was lost when the city started extensive streetscaping a 
few years ago. 

On the centenary of  Armistice Day, Nov. 11, this historic 
memorial will reopen in Root Common, honoring the—now 
four—Wauwatosans who were casualties of  World War I. 

William Nehring, Alexander Shiells, Bernard Diedrich and 
Harold Robbins will be commemorated with the unveiling of  
a plaque in the park and a recognition of  the four new trees 
that were planted last summer.

Participants are invited to gather at 11:15 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 
11. The ceremony will begin at 11:30 a.m. with an invocation 
and conclude with the unveiling of  the limestone memorial 
and plaque detailing the history of  the park and the 32nd 
division “Red Arrow” infantry that the men fought in.

Parking is available at St. Bernard’s Catholic Church across 
the street.

Our pitch: We need you to join a team 
of  volunteers who come together to 
collect, preserve, interpret and share 
Wauwatosa stories.

Volunteering for the home tour 18 
years ago was only the start of  her in-
volvement with the historical society for 
WHS neighbor Katy Kern. 

“The research into our house got me 
hooked on the history of  Wauwatosa,” 
she says. She was a co-chair for the 
tour for several years, among other 
roles, and since 2012 has worked on her 
own schedule in the research library to 
digitize the record of  burials from the 
county poor farm. 

Researching her own family history 
made Kern recognize the importance 
of  the record. “Somebody may be 
looking for a long-lost relative, and this 
could be something they’d use,” says 
Kern. “I’ll probably do it until I die.”

If  you haven’t been asked before, 
please now consider yourself  asked. 

What’s in it for you? 
n Explore and/or expand your inter-
ests.
n Have fun.
n Broaden your social circle and build 
friendships with like-minded people.
n Gain a sense of  accomplishment.
n Teach or share what you know.
n Help make Wauwatosa the kind of  
place where you want to tend your 
roots.

Below is a sampling of  volunteer 
opportunities all members are asked to 
consider taking on:

Firefly Art Fair
This annual fair on the first full week-

end of  August traditionally has required 
the largest number of  volunteers. As 
the society’s biggest annual fundraiser, 
it is crucial to continuing WHS office 
operations and maintaining the Knee-
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Memorial trees 
for soldier heroes

Why volunteer? 
Your help makes 

WHS tick!

Artist rendering of the World War I memorial in Root Common. The public is invited to a 
ceremony to rededicate the park on Armistice Day, at 11:30 a.m Sunday, Nov. 11.

When: 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 11

Where: Root Com-
mon in Village

Welcome by Mayor 
Kathleen Ehley

Invocation

Color Guard and 
National Anthem

Speaker

Unveiling of Me-
morial 

Taps



K-W OPEN HOUSE PART
OF BIGGER CHRISTMAS TOUR

The annual Kneeland-Walker 
open house, with trees, lights and 
all the trimmings, will be Dec. 8.

On that Saturday from 10-4, 
the Wauwatosa Woman’s Club 
is sponsoring a Christmas Tour 
of  Homes. Three homes will be 
decked out for the holidays in the 
historic Ravenswood subdivision  
on the former estate of  ex-Gov-
ernor Sylvester Ludington. 

The tour also includes the Wau-
watosa Woman’s club headquar-
ters on Wauwatosa Avenue and 
the Kneeland-Walker House.

WHS is not selling tickets for 
the tour, but there’s information 
on buying tickets at wauwato-
sawomansclub.com. If  you’re 
only interested in seeing the 
Kneeland-Walker House, come 
on in—you don’t need a ticket!

Decorators: Help is needed!  
Decorating the K-W House 
is scheduled from 9-noon on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, Nov. 13 
and 14.  If  you can help on one 
of  those mornings, it would be 
appreciated.  

We also will need docents on 
Saturday, Dec. 8, to greet visitors 
and share information about 
the Kneeland-Walker House 
(informational scripts provided).  
Shifts are 10-1 or 1-4.

SAVE THESE DATES FOR 2019
We’re still mapping plans for 

2019, but mark your calendar 
for these WHS speakers series 
events in 2019:
n Tuesday, Jan. 8: Old-Fash-

ioned Fashion 

n Tuesday, March 12: Ristoran-
te Bartolotta building’s history as 
aPabst Brewing Co.  “tied house”
n Tuesday, May 14: Bluemound 

Road Business Octogenerians 
n Tuesday, Sept 10: Cemetery 

Walk

HOME TOUR FOCUSED ON 
REUSE, PRESERVATION

This year’s home tour invited 
visitors to get their feet dirty.

Saving old buildings takes pa-
tience, money and compromise. 
At the repurposed Engineering 
Building at County Grounds, visi-
tors and docents picked their way 
around pulled-up floors and new 
construction. 

Sometimes buildings can’t be 
preserved, but only their stories. 
Then starting over is the answer, 
as in the sleek modern house on 
Underwood.

WHS is grateful to sponsors 
Shorewest Realtors (15 agents 
contribute the sponsorship), 
Landcrafters and Bartelt. The 
Remodeling Resource. 

We also thank the home coordi-
nators, and the nearly 80 docents. 
Home Tour Chair Chris Vogel 
came up with idea and tena-
ciously worked with it through 
its many alterations. Finally, the 
tour wouldn’t have been possible 
without the generosity of  the 
home owners.

The Wauwatosa Historical 
Society (WHS) collects, 
preserves and dis-
seminates the history of 
Wauwatosa. 
Founded in 1977, the so-
ciety is a donor-supported 
non-profit organization 
with more than 600 
individual family and 
business members.
WHS is an affiliate of 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and is supported 
by individual gifts, 
membership fees, and 
foundation grants.
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Historic Wauwatosa  [ISSN0195-
2951], published six times a year, 
is a WHS membership beneft. Full 
membership levels start at $20 for 
seniors, $25 for individuals, $30 for 
families, $40 for organizations and 
$55 for businesses.

You can receive Historic Wauwa-
tosa digitally right in your email 
inbox. Going paperless is fast, 
easy and convenient, and it helps 
WHS save on printing and postage 
costs so your support has an even 
greater impact. Send us an email 
and signup now.

Historic Wauwatosa welcomes 
submission of articles and pho-
tographs. WHS does not assume 
responsibility for statements made 
by contributors.
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WHS ANNUAL MEMBER MEETING 
NOV. 13 AT LITTLE RED STORE

Members are invited to the annual Volunteer Ap-
preciation event at 7 p.m. on Nov. 13 at the Little 
Red Store.

Join staff, board members and fellow volunteers 
for desserts and coffee as you listen to a short 
presentation on the highlights of  the year at WHS, 
as well as a preview of  some of  the projects and 
programs for 2019. 

If  you’ve thought about taking on a different, 
or new, role as a volunteer, this is a great opportu-
nity to ask questions, and find out the needs at the 
society. 

Members also will vote on the WHS Board of  

Directors for the 2019-2022 term.
Three board members have agreed to sign up for 

another three-year term: John Goudie, Erik Mad-
isen and Melissa Stippich. 

Goudie StippichMadisen

A wedding gown (c. 1890) will be on 
display for Old-Fashioned Fashion in 
January.

Everyone is sad to see events co-
ordinator Erin Kell go: she put the 
“extra” in WHS events. 

GOOD LUCK, ERIN

Erin Kell, who stepped in a 
year ago as WHS events coor-
dinator, is leaving the position 
to devote more time to her 
three sons. 

“I found there just wasn’t 
enough time for everything,” 
Kell said. “Plus, the boys won’t 
stay little forever!”

Kell continues to volunteer 
for the local schools. Her 
energy and leadership at WHS 
will be missed!
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land-Walker House.
We appreciate help we get each year 

from Boy Scouts from Troop 21 who 
set up and take down tents, chairs and 
tables. Same goes for the many members 
committed to selling tickets, serving 
beverages and pie, running the silent 
auction, or publicizing the event.

What’s been sorely missed for the past 
two years, however, is having one or 
two members step forward to take the 
helm,  coordinating efforts of  the many 
volunteers and enlisting top artists from 
the area and recruiting sponsorships.

Commitment: Most involve half-day 
shifts during the fair. Duties of  the chair 
are periodic, April through the fair.

Tour of Homes
This annual event on the first Saturday 

of  October is No. 2 in generating funds 
to keep the society thriving. It’s also No. 
2 in the number of  volunteers needed 
to enlist homeowners who are willing 
to open their doors to paying visitors, 
research the histories of  those homes, 
serve as docents, and help publicize the 
event. Someone is needed to step for-
ward to serve as chair and direct all of  
the volunteers.

Commitment: Most involve half-day 
shifts during the tour. Researchers work 
at their own pace when time allows, 
mostly between April and July. Other 
tasks involve identifying and asking 
homeowners to participate, writing 
scripts for docents, seeking tour spon-
sorships and publicity. The tour chair 
directs and oversees the event. 

19th century schoolhouse
The WHS’ re-creation of  an old 

classroom, complete with ink wells in 
wooden desks and McGuffey readers, 
has drawn second grades from through-
out Wauwatosa since 1995. 

Slide show presenters welcome the 
second graders on the field trip by giving 
a brief  history of  Wauwatosa, followed 
by a quick tour of  the house.

Volunteer teachers take over for the 
time travel to the 19th-century class-
room on the second floor of  the coach 
house. Too often, WHS staff  scrambles 
for volunteers who can step in and 
explain and contrast differences between 
schooling then and now. 

Commitment: This is a perfect op-
portunity for retired teachers, although 
such a background isn’t essential. (Just 
because you’re good in a chosen career 
doesn’t mean your volunteer work has 
to be in that field.) Volunteers especially 
are needed on occasion during weekdays 
each spring and fall. 

Research library
Work with our archives 

is the heart and soul of  the 
historical society. Collecting 
and organizing materials that 
make sense of  Wauwatosa 
history helps fulfill the so-
ciety’s preservation mission. 
Sharing it with others helps 
fulfill our equally important 
education mission.

Tending to the collections, 
especially the textiles, is a key 
role in preserving the cloth-
ing and quilts for generations 
to come. 

Commitment: Volunteers 
work each Wednesday, helping library 
visitors, preparing materials, researching 
genealogical queries, and other essential 
tasks. Arrangements can be made for 
other work days, if  Wednesdays aren’t 
convenient.

Little Red Store
For nearly a decade, WHS volunteers 

have served at the historic Little Red 
Store in the heart of  the Village area 
as goodwill ambassadors. They greet 
visitors who stop in while the farm-
ers market is open, sell treats and offer 
information about the society and the 
building, the oldest surviving commer-
cial structure in Wauwatosa. Volunteers 
also open and close the building when 
it’s rented out for private events.

Commitment: Saturday mornings dur-
ing farmers market season, plus opening 
and closing the store when it is rented 
out periodically.

Writers, photographers
Itching to try your hand at researching 

and writing an article that illuminates 
aspects of  Wauwatosa history? Historic 
Wauwatosa is published six times a year 
and needs writers and photographers.

Commitment: At volunteers’ own pace.

Oral history interviews
Do you know someone with color-

ful memories and deep connections to 
Wauwatosa? Help us record their stories. 
Oral history interviews usually are con-
ducted at the Kneeland-Walker House 
and generally take an hour, plus some 
additional time for research preparation.  
We’ll provide direction.

Commitment: Volunteers are trained 
to conduct interviews, generally for an 
hour and usually at the Kneeland-Walker 
House during regular office hours.

Docents, decorators and guardians
History-hungry visitors to the Knee-

land-Walker House want to know all 

about the place. WHS docents get peri-
odic chances to share that information 
and show off  all of  the house’s nooks 
and crannies. 

Guardians are in charge of  opening 
and closing the house for rentals. They 
know where all the light switches are and 
are a resource for answers about the his-
tory of  the house.

Commitment: Volunteers are needed 
on a couple of  weekday mornings each 
November and January to set up and 
take down holiday decorations. Docents 
generally are needed during the open 
house weekend each December and dur-
ing the Firefly Art Fair. The house has 
rentals scheduled year-round.

Cleaning and organizing
We love neat freaks! 
The house needs regular vacuuming 

and rearranging. Closets and drawers 
need to be decluttered, and there’s al-
ways one more corner that has collected 
a bit of  dust or cobwebs.

Commitment: At volunteers’ own pace, 
in coordination with office schedule.
 
Gardening

Volunteers from the Southeastern Wis-
consin Master Gardeners do much of  
the heavy lifting in planting annuals and 
maintaining the beautiful gardens on the 
grounds of  the Kneeland-Walker House, 
but you don’t need to be a master gar-
dener to pitch in. This can be a great 
way to learn more about gardening from 
fellow volunteers.

Commitment: Schedules for pruning, 
planting and maintenance are posted 
each spring.

Many other projects fill the WHS cal-
endar year and all share in the need for 
help. If  you have questions, please con-
tact our staff  of  two part-timers in the 
office at the Kneeland-Walker House by 
email (staff@wauwatosahistoricalsociety.
org) or by phone, 414-774-8672, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays.

Transfering 
names from 
the poor 
farm burial 
record to a 
digital file is 
a years-long 
project for 
WHS volun-
teers.
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COLLECTIONS

WILKOMMEN LEFT BEHIND A TREASURE TROVE 

7406 HILLCREST DRIVE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

In all the years since its founding in 1977, the Wauwatosa Historical So-
ciety has never received anything like the collection of  papers collected by 
Edward P. Wilkommen.

Wilkommen, a founding member of  the society and longtime editor of  
Historic Wauwatosa, died in December 2017 at age 87. He left behind an 
immense collection of  papers, photos and writings related to Wauwatosa 
history. 

“What he had in his home was a little like a historical society within a 
historical society,” said Eric Heaps of  Mount Pleasant, one of  Wilkommen’s 
few surviving relatives. “It just would have been wrong to not preserve his 
work.” 

In the nine months following his death, Heaps and his mother, Jean, 
cleared out the 72nd Street bungalow where Wilkommen lived most of  his 
life. Before selling the house, the Heapses assembled piles of  papers related 
to Wauwatosa as well as to several other historical societies. 

He left behind only a few papers related to his own life. On the other 
hand, the sheer vastness of  materials he collected tells much about Wilkom-
men’s interests, especially in railroad history.

Wilkomen collected and organized files on many topics that he delved 
into as he wrote articles for Historic Wauwatosa, spoke to descendants of  the 
founders of  Wauwatosa, or prepared a rough draft of  a written history of  
the area up to 1900.

Sorting through the papers is a long-term project, but volunteers have 
begun and the files eventually will be integrated into existing files archived 
in the Judith A. Simonsen Research Library.

Ed Wilkommen was the force 
behind the 1995 naming of 
Charles Hart Parkway. 

WWI Memorial Re-
dedication Sunday, 
Nov. 11, 11:30 at Root 
Common in Village


