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Just about anyone familiar with the historic Washington 
Highlands subdivision seems to want an inside look. 

A Wauwatosa Historical Society tour last year of six 
homes in the Highlands was so popular that another tour, 
“Elements of Style,” is set for Saturday, Oct. 3.

City planner Werner Hegemann designed the subdivision 
in 1916, applying Garden City concepts.

The 133-acre plan minimizes through-traffic while 
providing private parks, tree-lined curving streets, design 
controls and a variety of housing types. Most of the subdi-
vision’s 375 houses were built in the 1920s and ’30s. 

The Highlands neighborhood is on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

The land had been part of a farm owned by beer baron 
Frederick Pabst. There, Pabst raised a herd of purebred 
Percheron mares and stallions he imported from France to 
pull his beer wagons.

See pages 3-5 for details about the six homes that will be 
open for the tour.

Advance: $14 for members; $17 
for non-members, by cash or check 
only. Tickets sold at Wisconsin 
Garden & Pet, 8524 W. North Ave., 
Little Read Book Store, 7603 W. 
State St.

Day of tour: $17 for members, 
$20 for non-members, at tour 
headquarters, 6194 Washington 
Circle.

Online: Pre-order at www.
wauwatosahistoricalsociety.org 
for day-of-tour pickup at tour 
headquarters.

A look back at
an era of civil 
rights activism 
Paul Geenen, author of a new 

book, Civil Rights Activism in 
Milwaukee: South Side Struggles in 
the ‘60s and ‘70s, will speak to the 
Wauwatosa Historical Society at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 8.

The book begins with the 1967 
fair housing clashes between south 
siders and the NAACP Youth 
Council, led by Father James 
Groppi.

Geenen also discusses the role of 
South Side Latinos, including de-
mands for bilingual schools, better 
housing and improved job condi-
tions for migrant workers. 

The wide-ranging effects of Fed-
eral Judge John Reynolds’ 1976 
order that the Milwaukee Public 
Schools be desegregated also are a 
focus of the book.

Regardless of whether the activ-
ists achieved their goals, Geenen 
writes, they had a lasting impact 
on the Milwaukee area.

Geenen also spoke to WHS 
two years ago about another of 
his books, Schusters & Gimbels, 
Milwaukee’s Beloved Department 
Stores.

Washington Highlands tour
showcases timeless elegance 

SPEAKER

Paul Geenen will speak
7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 8

at the 
First Congregational Church,

 1511 Church St.
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WHAT’S NEEDED TO MAKE THE HOUSE HOMIER?  
When the society purchased the Kneeland-Walker House in 1987, it was 

obvious the gardens on the 1.5-acre estate needed help. The late George Wells 
devoted countless hours to that work in the early years. More recently, Caro-
lyn Dressler has been in charge, working with volunteers from the Master 
Gardeners of Southeast Wisconsin.

Through the years, little touches have been added to personalize the grounds. 
The late Len Borkowski, for example, created several birdhouses that he 
installed in the garden beds. 

“He loved the history of that house and really cared about the place,” said 
Borkowski’s widow, Fran.

Sadly, those birdhouses have deteriorated. On the society’s wish list is for a 
member with woodworking skills to create new birdhouses.

And while we’re wishing, here’s another. Wouldn’t it be nice if we could add 
a couple of chairs to the house’s front porch? We’d love something in a style 
appropriate for the Victorian era of the 125-year-old house.

FIREFLY FOCUS SHIFTS 
TO 30th ANNIVERSARY 

More than 100 volunteers 
sweated through a hot and 
windy second day of the 29th 
annual Firefly Art Fair.

It’s the society’s biggest event 
of the year and its largest fund-
raiser.

The society’s board now is 
kicking around ideas to put a 
special twist on the 30th anni-
versary fair, Aug. 6-7, 2016.

Before we get ahead of our-
selves, let’s applaud all the hard 
working volunteers, especially 
the committee leaders of 2015: 
Melinda VerDuin, chair; Ken 
and Mary Loeffel, artist break-
fast; Chris Vogel, artist recep-

tion; Jim Ruzicka, beverages, 
Jocelyn Ruzicka, desserts; Beth 
Causier, financials; Debbie Du-
binski and Sue Flatley, food; 
Phil Warner, grounds, Rachael 
VerDuin, house exhibit; Dean 
Teofilo, music; Linda and Jerry 
Stepaniak, popcorn; and Patty 
Fibich-Warner and Kathy 
Causier, silent auction.

We also thank the society staff, 
Janel Ruzicka, Merisa Tom-
czak and Patti Hartwick, for 
their many hours.

The fair was presented by Fire-
fly Real Estate and sponsored 
by Bank Mutual. Supporters 
included Cranky Al’s, Leff’s 
Lucky Town, Outpost Natural 
Foods, Sprecher and Waste 
Management.

The non-profit, edu-
cational Wauwatosa 

Historical Society 
(WHS) was founded 
to research the his-
tory of our area and 
to collect, preserve 
and exhibit objects 
from our past. WHS 
is an affiliate of the 

Wisconsin Historical 
Society. Member-

ships include a 
subscription to 

Historic Wauwatosa, 
discounts off regis-

tration fees for adult 
education programs 
and other benefits. 

MEMBER
CATEGORIES
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$125 FOR 125 YEARS
Norman Kneeland loved the house he built 

125 years ago. So did the founders of the 
Wauwatosa Historical Society who raised 
money to buy the property in 1987 and turn it 
into the society’s headquarters. And the soci-
ety aims to preserve this architectural gem for 
at least another 125 years.

Money can’t buy love, but it goes a long way 
toward preservation and maintenance.

That’s why WHS is celebrating the past 
and investing in the future with a plea for 
donations to the Kneeland-Walker Long-
Term Maintenance Fund. Our goal is to raise 
$125,000 by December.

The first 80 donors (individuals or house-
holds) to meet or exceed $125 will receive 
complimentary invitations (up to two) to the Christmas 
House by Candlelight event on Dec. 4.

Donors of $35 to $74 will receive one commemora-

tive stemless wine glass, pictured above. Donors of $75 
to $124 will receive two glasses and donors of $125 or 
more will receive four glasses, plus the complimentary 
invitation to the Dec. 4 celebration.

Yard art is always a big attraction at Firefly.

Birdhouse in the gardens of 
the Kneeland-Walker House.
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BACK TO THE 
HIGHLANDS

TOUR OF HOMES

By TRACI E. SCHNELL

The 2015 WHS tour of homes brings 
us back to the Washington High-
lands. While last year’s tour featured 
one particular architectural style on 
the neighborhood’s west side, this 

year’s tour is concentrated on the east side and  
features a variety of 
architectural styles 
that date between 
1921 and 1933.

 In addition to 
the six tour homes, 
the home at 6194 
Washington Circle 
will serve as tour-
day headquarters. 

Research find-
ings — included 
on a display board 
on the day of the 
tour — will attempt 
to either dispel or 
confirm the local 
lore that has long 
surrounded the 
house, known as the 
Pagoda House.

The oldest house 
of the six tour 
homes was built 
in 1921 at 6235 
Upper Parkway 
North. Despite its 
modest bungalow 
exterior, this house 
offers more than 
2,700 square feet 
of living space on 
three floors. The 
house’s original 
owners were Fred 
A. and Ella Pritzlaff 
and, to date, the house’s architect remains 
unknown. 

Fred was not associated with the well-known 
Pritzlaff hardware store, but was, instead, a 
lifetime employee of a familiar Milwaukee 
business name, the Falk Company. In ad-
dition to his day job, he was also an officer 
of Wauwatosa Floral, which was founded in 
1909 in partnership with his father-in-law 

Friederich Buuck and Ella’s sister and brother-
in-law, Martha and Charles Koch.

The Pritzlaffs, with their four children, 
remained in the home until the late-1940s, 
when they moved to their home on Lower 
Genesee Lake near Oconomowoc. The house 
changed hands just twice since its sale in 
1950. 

The current own-
ers have been in the 
five-bedroom home 
for nearly 25 years.

Among the more 
significant updates 
they have made to 
the interior of the 
Craftsman-style 
home include a 
kitchen remodel-
ing and bathroom 
updates, as well 
as finishing off 
the basement 
level. Additionally, 
period-appropriate 
wooden radiator 
covers were crafted 
and added in many 
of the rooms, both 
upstairs and down. 
South of the house, 
an “outdoor living 
room” — begun in 
1991 and com-
pleted in 2012 
— expands the 
home’s living space 
during the summer 
months. 

* * *
The tour home, at 

6316 Washington 
Blvd., was built in 

1924 for Paul and Marion Gillan, who pur-
chased the property in 1921 on a land con-
tract. The Gillans remained in the home with 
their two children until moving to Nebraska 
in 1937. Despite having earned a degree in 
architectural engineering from the University 
of Illinois, Paul would work as managing edi-

MEMORIALS
The historical society recognizes 

gifts made in memory of the 
following:

In Memory of
TERRY KLEIN BERONJA

UNUM officers, directors 
and co-workers

CALENDAR

NOTEWORTHY

WHS NEEDS YOUR 
HELP IN PLANNING

Would you like to help 
participate in WHS’ plan-
ning for the future?

WHS will be sending a 
strategic planning survey 
to members and others this 
fall to help gather informa-
tion that will be used to 
shape the society for years 
to come.

The survey will be sent 
via email.

Do we have your email 
address? 

Please share it with us 
to make this process more 
efficient. 

Email us at staff@wauwa-
tosahistoricalsociety.org.

If you prefer a hard copy 
be sent, please let us know 
by calling 414-774-8672.

SEE TOUR ON PAGES 4 AND 5

6235 Upper Parkway North

6316 Washington Blvd.

Sept. 8: 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Speaker Series: Paul Geenen, 
author of Civil Rights Activ-
ism in Milwaukee: South Side 
Struggles in the ‘60s and ‘70s. 
First Congregational Church, 
1511 Church St.

Sept. 12: 10 :30 a.m. Saturday, 
Village walking tour starts at 
Little Red Store, $3. Free for 
members and those who join 
that day.

Oct. 3: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Tour of Homes, Elements 
of Style.

Dec. 5, 7-9 p.m. Saturday, 
Christmas House by Candle-
light, private celebration of 
the  Kneeland-Walker House’s 
125th birthday for those who 
donate $125 or above.



tor of his father’s publishing firm, the 
S.Y. Gillan Company, in downtown 
Milwaukee. The house, designed by 
architect Arthur Runzler, received some 
degree of notoriety in January 1928 
after earning top honorable mention in 
a national competition held to raise the 
visibility of the use of common brick 
for residential construction. One year 
later, an image of the house appeared 
in a Johns-Manville ad for its Blended 
Normandy Green asphalt shingles, 
which covered the home. As a result, a 
lawsuit was filed for the unlawful use of 
the home’s image in Collier’s Magazine 
and the Gillans were modestly compen-
sated for its use.  

As built in 1924, the home was con-
sidered somewhat modest in size and 
included three bedrooms. Since then, 
a family room was added to the west 
end of the first floor of the house and 
the original porch over the garage was 
enclosed for use as the master bedroom. 
An addition was made over the first-
floor sun room, which expanded the 
size of an original bedroom and the 
kitchen was remodeled. Most recently, 
the home’s current owners are finishing 
off the basement to provide for addi-
tional living space. 

Despite the seemingly large number 
of alterations completed by a succession 
of six families, the house continues to 
maintain its appearance to passersby as 
a quaint, English-inspired, 1920s Tudor 
Revival cottage.    

* * *
In 1926, the bungalow at 6185 

Washington Circle was completed. 
Original owners of the home were 
Charles and Lillian Burbach, who wed 
circa 1922. It was a second marriage 
for both and they had no children. In 
addition to serving as the secretary of 
the Tures Manufacturing Company, a 
gas lighting firm, Charles was secretary 
of Garden Acres Realty Company, the 
contracting firm responsible for con-
struction of the house. No doubt his 
position as an officer in such a com-
pany resulted in the high-end interior 
finishes of the home. 

This bungalow, with its green tile 
roof and shaped porch wall, exhibits a 
Mediterranean Revival influence. Built 
at a cost of $18,000, the house was 
completed with two bedrooms on the 
first floor. 

The current owners, the seventh, 
bought the property in 2005. Curi-
ous about the house’s history, they had 
done some city directory research but 
still questioned the “S” in a window 
of the front door. The “S,” it appears, 
was added by the Schliegers, the home’s 
longest-term owner, who purchased 
the house in 1940 and remained there 
through 1977. 

The upper level remained unfinished 
until 1990 and, although the spaces 
largely remain the same from that re-
modeling, the current owners changed 
out the previous wood trim and doors 
(installed in 1990) with wood trim and 
doors that match that found on the first 
floor. The kitchen also was remodeled 

and the enclosed staircase to the second 
floor was reoriented and opened up to 
the first floor.

* * *
The American Tudor Revival-style 

house at 6208 Washington Blvd. was 
completed in 1928. It was designed by 
architect Herman Buemming for Allton 
and Emily Earling. Buemming also 
designed the home for Allton’s parents, 
Emil and Ida Earling, across the street 
at 6128, as well as Allton’s sister and 
brother-in-law’s house at 6112. Allton 
and his father were both in the coal 
business, serving as officers for various 
firms throughout their lifetimes. 

Allton and Emily had no children.
They sold the house in 1936 and 

moved to a small Cape Cod house they 
built in the former Town of Granville.

The home changed hands seven ad-
ditional times. 

Notables who owned the house 
included the Herbert Ladish fam-
ily (1939 to 1950). Herbert was the 
second-generation owner of Ladish 
Malting Company. However, preceding 
the Ladishes and occupying the home 
for just three years (1936 to 1939) was 
U.S. Rep. Raymond Cannon and his 
family. Cannon served Wisconsin’s 
4th District from 1933 to 1939. He 
is perhaps more notable for his career 
as an attorney —identified as one of 
the first to establish a sports-related 
practice. Cannon represented boxer 
Jack Dempsey in a lawsuit nullifying 
Dempsey’s contract with his manager. 
Cannon was involved with issues stem-
ming from the 1919 World Series that 
was thrown; and he — a former semi-
pro baseball player himself — formed 
the first, albeit short-lived, baseball 
players union in 1922. 

Raymond’s son Bob was also an at-
torney and is identified (by Commis-
sioner Emeritus of Baseball Bud Selig) 

TOUR OF HOMES
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6185 Washington Circle 6208 Washington Blvd.

BEHIND THE SCENES
Denise O’Meara is chair of the 2015 Elements of Style Tour of Homes. Histories 
of properties exhibited on the tour were researched by Sarah Bernstein, Carolyn 
Dressler, Julie Peay, Traci E. Schnell and Chris Shea.

TOUR, FROM PAGE 3
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1836 Martha Washington Drive2006 Two Tree Lane

as involved with bringing major league 
baseball back to Milwaukee. Bob Can-
non served as the Brewers vice presi-
dent upon its establishment in 1970.

The 1949 sale ad for the home begins: 
“Magnificent brick home on a beauti-
fully landscaped lot…designed for 
effortless entertaining and family living 
pleasures” and ends with “A home 
that the executive or professional man 
would take great pride in.” 

The same can be said today.
With four bedrooms and a den, the 

house has 4,100-square-feet of living 
space. 

The interior has changed little, aside 
from a kitchen remodeling and bath-
room updates. 

The current owners have been in the 
house since 1990. 

* * *
The Eclectic Mediterranean-Revival 

style house at 2006 Two Tree Lane was 
built in 1929 for Herbert and Martha 
Schwarting. 

The contractor and designer of the 
home was Robert W. Stanhope, who 
learned the carpentry trade while serv-
ing in the Marine Corps during World 
War I. Following the war, he went back 
to school to learn the technical end of 
building. He then started his own con-
tracting firm, which also offered design 
services. 

Herbert Schwarting was long in-
volved in the clothing business of the 
Rice Friedman Company, which later 
became the Woolcraft Manufacturing 
Company. Woolcraft produced coats 
for the U.S. Army during World War 
II. 

Herbert died in 1944 but Martha 
remained in the home through 1967. 
Their two daughters, Elizabeth (Betty) 
and Bernice (Bea), owned the home 
from 1961 to 1967, when the house 
was sold to Edward and Callista Grebe. 

The home’s current and third owners 
purchased it in 2008. Before their own-
ership, few alterations had been made 
to the home, although the Grebes had 
finished the basement with a recreation 
room. 

In need of additional space, the cur-
rent owners worked with Pekel Con-
struction and Remodeling to design a 
two-story addition that was completed 
in 2011. On the first floor, the addi-
tion added an office, expanded the 
breakfast nook into the family room 
and included an attached garage. On 
the second floor, two bedrooms and a 
bathroom were added to the original 
three-bedroom house. 

In 2014, they purchased a portion 
of land at the rear of the home that al-
lowed them to create a patio area.

* * *
The house at 1836 Martha Washing-

ton Drive, was completed in 1933 and 
was built for attorney Erwin Nell and 
his wife Mildred, who had purchased 
the lot in 1929. 

The home’s Mediterranean Revival 
design was completed by George Zagel 
& Bro., a firm well-known for its apart-
ment designs throughout the Milwau-
kee area. 

The Nells were both curling enthu-
siasts and belonged to the Wauwatosa 
Curling Club, which meets in the 
Muellner Building in Hart Park. The 
club had an extensive collection of bon-
spiel pins that were “watched over” by 
Mildred. Following her death in 1964, 
Erwin presented a portable show-
case for the pins to the United States 
Women’s Curling Club in her memory. 
The Nells had two sons, Robert and 
Gerald, the latter of whom established 
Gerald Nell Inc., a contracting firm still 
in Waukesha.

The home’s current and fourth owners 
bought it 30 years ago.

The decision to purchase the house  
was not a quick one. They had looked 
at 28 houses in the metro area.

Aside from the kitchen remodeling, 
which was done previous to the current 
owners, as well as bathroom updates, 
little has been done to alter the home’s 
original interior layout and features. 

Regarding the exterior, 10 years ago, 
their “75-year roof” (seemingly good 
to its word) required maintenance. The 
original tiles were removed and the 
flashing underneath replaced and the 
original tiles reinstalled. Amazingly, just 
six tiles needed replacement.   

 Kevin Hicks (above), owner of Ephraim 
Pottery in Lake Mills, will demonstrate 
pottery-making at the house at 6235 
Upper Parkway North during the Tour of 
Homes. His style of pottery is American 
Arts & Crafts Revival and is inspired by 
the work of the Grueby Faience Com-
pany of the late 19th century, among 
others.



DOLL COLLECTION FINDS HOME AT WHS

Longtime Wauwatosa resident Betty O’Sullivan loves dolls —
and she loves Wauwatosa. Her donation of a doll collection to 
the Wauwatosa Historical Society is a happy result of those two 
devotions.

A retired Milwaukee County Social Worker and mother of 
five, O’Sullivan began collecting dolls after she retired in 1983. 
Now a nationally recognized expert, O’Sullivan has worked 
hard to find good homes for her dolls. Many have found their 
way to the Milwaukee Public Museum where O’Sullivan was 
a doll consultant. The museum received many of the dolls 
O’Sullivan collected from the Milwaukee Works Progress Ad-
ministration Handicraft Project. That program ran from 1935 
to 1941 and created dolls for WPA nurseries or daycare centers. 

“The project was aimed at women who were heads of house-
holds but had no income or job skills,” O’Sullivan said in a 
2007 interview. Eleanor Roosevelt visited the project in 1936 
and was impressed; she took two of the dolls back to Washing-
ton and mentioned them in her syndicated daily column, “My 
Day.”

O’Sullivan has donated several dolls to the WHS collections 
over the years, including German porcelain, handmade cloth,  
and Chinese opera dolls. WHS hopes to have some of her col-
lection on display at the Kneeland-Walker House in the future.

— Peggy Devitt Katz

HISTORIC
WAUWATOSA

KNEELAND-WALKER HOUSE

7406 HILLCREST DRIVE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MILWAUKEE, WI

PERMIT NO. 3397

Betty O’Sullivan has donated some of her doll collection to 
the Wauwatosa Historical Society.
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