
8019 Warren Avenue

8130 Warren Avenue

8146 Warren Avenue

8149 Warren Avenue

8201 Warren Avenue

Advance Ticket Sales
 $14 WHS Members* 
 $17 Non-Members

Order Tickets Online
 * WauwatosaHistoricalSociety.org 

or call 414.774.8672

Advance Ticket Locations
 (cash or check only at these locations)

 Wisconsin Garden and Pet 
 8520 W North Avenue

 The Little Read Book 
 7603 W State Street

Tour Day Headquarters 
and Ticket Sales
 Trinity Episcopal Church 
 1717 Church Street

 $17 WHS Members 
 $20 Non-Members 
 (cash or check only)

WHS Home Tour Sponsors:

*No Children Under 10 & No Interior Photography are allowed at the WHS Home Tour

The Wauwatosa Historical Society's 2017 Tour of Homes

See Amazing New Kitchens! | Saturday, October 7, 2017 | 10am–4pm

Undertaker 
puts fun 

in funeral
Be prepared for Steve Person 

to knock ’em dead when he 
speaks Sept. 12.

Person, a retired funeral direc-
tor, has been buried in speaking 
engagements for the past five 
years.

The meeting is at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 12, at the Kneeland-
Walker House.

He’ll bring along coffins, 
antique embalming equipment, 
and other tools of the trade he 
has collected over the years.

Person retired after 45 years 
working at several funeral 
homes, most recently in his 
hometown of Walworth. 

Attired in 19th century under-
taker garb, Person also presents 
a program on Victorian-era 
funeral customs each fall at the 
Wisconsin Historical Society’s 
Black Point Estate in Lake 
Geneva. Person is a Black Point 
docent.

 It may be an uncomfortable 
subject, but Person promises: 
“This won’t be anything too 
spooky.”
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So many physicians lived 
on Warren Avenue years 
ago that it was known as 
“Pill Hill.”

These days, it might be 
better known as “Avenue 
of State-of-the-Art Kitch-
ens.”

Six homes (one faces 
Church Street) will be 
featured in the WHS 2017 
Tour of Homes 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7.

Outwardly, the stately 
homes suggest a simpler 
time when milk and eggs 
were home delivered and 
fruits and vegetables were 
stored in ice boxes.

Today, each features a 
recently remodeled kitchen 
that reflects the latest in 
design, yet also remains 
sensitive to the original 
construction period.

See page 3 for pictures 
and capsule descrip-
tions. Full histories will 
be posted on the WHS 
website, www.wauwatosa-
historicalsociety.org.

The tour is an important 
fundraiser that helps WHS 
fulfill its preservation and 
education mission. Thank 
you to the homeowners for 
making the tour possible.

Thanks also to research-
ers Carolyn Dressler, John 
Goudie, Kelly Kramer, and 
Christopher Shea. Archi-
tectural descriptions are by 
Erik Madisen. Andrea Del 
Balso Fell designed tour 
posters and tickets.

Retired funeral director Steve 
Person, dressed in Victorian-era 
undertaker’s garb, will explain 
19th century funeral customs 
Sept. 12 at the Kneeland-Walker 
House.



The Wauwatosa His-
torical Society (WHS) 
collects, preserves and 
disseminates the history 
of Wauwatosa. 

Founded in 1977 the 
society is a donor-sup-
ported non-profit orga-
nization with more than 
600 individual family 
and business members. 

WHS is an affiliate of 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and is supported 
by individual gifts, 
membership fees, and 
foundation grants.
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CHRIS VOGEL
president
BILL CUMMINGS
vp development
CAROL ROSEN
vp education
BETH JAWORSKI
vp marketing
DAVID AXTELL
treasurer
PEGGY DEVITT KATZ
secretary

JOHN GOUDIE
MARY KOGLER
ERIK MADISEN
PEGGY ROONEY
MELISSA STIPPICH
PHIL WARNER

WHS STAFF

NATALIE WYSONG
executive director
NANCY A. PENSKA
membership coordinator
DAVE VOGEL
Historic Wauwatosa editor

CONTACT US
staff@wauwatosahistorical-
society.org
414-774-8672
Historic Wauwatosa [ISSN 
0195-2951], published 
six times a year, is a WHS 
membership benefit. 
Full membership levels 
start at $10 for individual 
seniors and $50 for busi-
nesses. 

You can receive Historic 
Wauwatosa digitally, 
right in your email inbox. 
Going paperless is fast, 
easy and convenient, 
and it helps WHS save 
on printing and postage 
costs so your support 
has an even greater 
impact. Send us an email 
and sign up now.

Historic Wauwatosa 
welcomes submission 
of articles and photo-
graphs. WHS does not 
assume responsibility 
for statements made by 
contributors.

NOTEWORTHY
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WHS

The Society 
recognizes gifts 
made in honor 
or memory of 
the following 
people:

In memory of: 
JEANETTE 

PLOTKOWSKI

Kathy Causier

Sharon Eiff

Rachael Ver Duin

Chris and Dave 
Vogel

GIFTS

A GLOWING FIREFLY ART FAIR
Great weather helped this year, but it’s always the artists, sponsors and 

WHS volunteers who make the Firefly Art Fair a success.
It’s the most important fundraiser of the year, allowing WHS to continue 

carrying out its education and preservation mission.
“Three long-established artists told us it was their best Firefly ever for 

sales,” said Natalie Wysong, WHS executive director. 
Attendance was up this year. 
Glitches that did surface, such as portable toilets that needed earlier emp-

tying, will get special attention next year. Kudos to Nancy Penska, WHS 
membership coordinator, for unclogging one urinal. “It was truly heroic,” 
Wysong said.

Special thanks to Firefly’s sponsors: WaterStone Bank, Firefly Real Es-
tate, Leff’s Lucky Town, Sprecher Brewing, Pepsico, Brueggers Bagels, 
Metcalfe’s Sentry and Meijer.

 Lead volunteers are now kicking around ideas for next year’s Firefly and 
would appreciate hearing from members. What could we do even better?

As they do every year, Troop 21 Boy Scouts led by Scoutmaster Steve Weber helped set 
up and take down tents, tables and chairs used during the two-day Firefly festival.

Food truck fare replaced 
grilled sandwiches this year 
and were so popular that 
supplies ran out early on 
both days. 

Old-time kids’ games 
delighted visitors to the 
Kneeland-Walker House 
exhibit, guided by middle 
school docents and other 
volunteers.

It takes the many 
volunteers – led by 
indefatigable Carolyn 
Dressler (not shown) – 
to create and maintain 
the beautiful gardens 
at the Kneeland-Walker 
House. It also takes 
financial support from 
WHS members who 
turned out in July for 
the annual friends’ 
reception, hosted by 
Dressler, the volunteer 
who devotes more time 
than anyone else to 
WHS. If you’re interest-
ed in volunteering or 
supporting the garden 
work, contact Dressler 
at hocad@att.net.

HOW DOES OUR 
GARDEN GROW?
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2017 TOUR OF HOMES

8130 WARREN AVE.

Howard Nethercut is believed to have 
built this American Four-Square-style 
home — the only duplex on Warren 
Avenue until it was converted into a 
single-family home beginning in 2010 
—i n 1921. Helen Warren Nethercut, 
granddaughter of Jonathan and Lavinia 
Damon Warren who originally farmed 
the land, and her husband, William R. 
Nethercut Sr., were listed as owners. But 
it appears the Nethercuts never lived in 
the house, which they sold in June 1921 
to Louise Manegold, a widow. Current 
owners Mark and Jean Biebel described 
their work since 2010 as “building a new 
house inside an old house.” 

8146 WARREN AVE.

This American Four-Square-style home 
has had only three sets of owners since 
it was built in 1923 for Robert W. and 
Elizabeth H. Reinhold. Although he later 
was a vice president and then chairman 
of the board of Park State Bank, Robert 
grew up in the family that operated Re-
inhold Brothers Co., a hardware store on 
Lisbon Avenue in Milwaukee from 1890 
until 2002. Jerry and Carol Schmidt lived 
here nearly 50 years before Tom and 
Katy Petersen bought the house in 2014. 
The Petersons have made few structural 
changes to the house with the exception 
of a major kitchen remodeling.

1761 CHURCH ST.

Dentist William C. Wendel and his wife, 
Hattie, began construction of this home 
in 1899 and moved in in early 1900. Since 
then, ten families have owned the home, 
which is a fine example of Georgian 
Colonial Revival architecture, featuring 
a symmetrical design and brackets and 
dentils under the eaves and porch roof. 
William and Jennifer Hoag, owners since 
2015, have remodeled the kitchen and 
made numerous cosmetic improvements 
and repairs while staying faithful to the 
architectural style. 

8149 WARREN AVE.

This home’s architectural style is hard to 
categorize. There are elements of Medi-
terranean style in the brick arches facing 
the street and of Prairie style in the high 
horizontal beltline at the base of the 
second floor windows and the large 
projecting horizontal eve. Frank Prahl, a 
Pabst Brewing Company accountant, and 
his wife, Corinne, built this home in 1921. 
Bessie and George Pfister Sr. bought it in 
1923 and sold it to their son, George Jr., 
and his wife Marguerite in 1960. After 82 
years of Pfister family ownership, Richard 
and Joanne Marks bought the home in 
2005. They recently completed a major 
kitchen remodeling. 

8201 WARREN AVE.

Warren and Hedwig Henning had this 
Arts and Crafts bungalow built in 1922 
but lived here only two years. The home 
has had five sets of owners before Timo-
thy and Rachel Mills bought it in 2006. 
They have completely renovated what 
was a tiny kitchen into a large, modern 
kitchen with soapstone counters and 
maple cabinets. The Millses have made 
several major changes to the home, 
including combining two first-floor 
bedrooms to form a master bedroom, 
but have carefully preserved the home’s 
original charm and character. 

8019 WARREN AVE.

Johnson Angle, director of a company 
involved in investment securities, and 
his wife Emily Hill Angle began building 
their Greek Revival-style home in 1927. 
The home and garage were completed in 
1928. The asymmetrical, two-story brick 
façade features a gable that frames an 
arched window at the attic level. The pro-
jecting entry is flanked by four painted 
Doric columns supporting a pediment 
with crown moldings and dentils. Seth 
and Ellen Dizard, who bought the home 
in 2011 from its fourth set of owners, 
have remodeled the kitchen and made 
many other improvements.
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HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE WITH 
OLD FASHIONED KIDS’ GAMES WAS 

FEATURED AT A FIREFLY ART FAIR EXHIBIT. 
STORY ON PAGE 2.
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LITTLE RED STORE 

7406 HILLCREST DRIVE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUMMER BUSIER THAN A BEE HIVE 
Most summers, Little Red Store visitors seldom return 

for a second visit unless they need to use the restroom. 
This summer wasn’t like most.

The community center, staffed by WHS volunteers, has 
been buzzing just about every Saturday morning during 
the Tosa Farmers Market season, offering multiple reasons 
to return for special exhibits and demonstrations.

It started in May with an exhibit of student artwork 
depicting historic buildings in Wauwatosa.

Over three weekends in July, more than 600 people saw 
the Crossing the Line exhibit that marked the 50th anniver-
sary of fair housing marches in Milwaukee. 

WHS also is partnering this summer with the Tosa 
Farmers Market in hosting special demonstrations outside 
the Little Red Store. Soil science and plant health were fea-
tured July 29 and backyard beekeeping and honey produc-
tion had top billing Aug. 19. 

Market business and visits to the Little Red Store escalate 
with the fall harvest and the Little Red Store will host an 
educational demonstration Sept. 16 on chicken keeping.

Other dates, the Little Red Store is available to rent for 
private gatherings. The fee is $35 per hour with a two-
hour minimum rental. Weekly and long-term rental rates 
are negotiable. The maximum capacity is 30 people. Con-
tact the WHS office for details.

Demon-
strations 
related to 
soil science 
(above) and 
backyard 
beekeeping 
with Marie’s 
Bees (left) 
were hosted 
this summer 
at the Little 
Red Store.
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