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Metamorphosis is defined as “a change of the form or nature of a thing 
into a completely different one.” That perfectly describes three houses along 
with three 1912 Eschweiler-designed buildings on this year’s Wauwatosa 
Historical Society Tour of Homes. 

And with a little imagination, the title “Metamorphosis” can be stretched 
to include two additional homes that round out the tour.

Jim and Karen Haertel Home
9841 Eschweiler Drive

Prominent architect Alexander C. Eschweiler designed this remarkable home 
that originally was the Engineering Building of the old Milwaukee County 
School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy in 1912-28.  Three years ago it 
faced almost certain demolition. Long abandoned and decaying, the building 
won a last-minute reprieve when Wauwatosans Jim and Karen Haertel bought 
it from Echelon Apartment developer Mandel Group for $1 on the condition 
that it be renovated as a single-family home. 

The Haertels, who earlier rescued a derelict Milwaukee building that became 
Best Place at the Historic Pabst Brewery, have nearly completed the 
first phase of the work. They plan to move into their 7,200-square-foot home, 
set amidst the Echelon Apartments, next year. “We are in the cocoon stage, 

WHS members can buy $15 advance 
tickets by calling (414) 774-8672 or 
visiting www.wauwatosahistoricalso-
ciety.org. Nonmember advance tickets 
are available for $18 at the website, by 
calling WHS or at Wisconsin Garden 
and Pet, 8520 W. North Ave., and Little 
Read Book Store, 7603 W. State St.

Tour day tickets, $20 for members 
and $25 for nonmembers, will be sold 
at tour headquarters, Grand Hall at 
TOSA Pool at Hoyt Park.

Please note that only handicapped 
parking will be available at Echelon 
Apartments. All other tourgoers 
should park at TOSA Pool at Hoyt Park. 
A shuttle will run continuously be-
tween there and Echelon Apartments. 

Children under the age of 10, includ-
ing infants, are not permitted on the 
tour.

WAUWATOSA WHEAT 
Why we’ll drink it here

Wheat beer was uncommon in this area 
until aound the turn of the last century, ex-
cept in Wauwatosa. Here, Castalia Bottling 
Works served its niche market using spring 
water from what today is Jacobus Park.

Learn about Castalia and taste a contem-
porary Wauwatosa wheat beer at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 11, at the Little Red Store.

Beer expert Jeff Enders and history buff 
Jim Price, both of Wauwatosa, will speak 
and serve beer at the free event.



T-SHIRTS TOUT WAUWATOSA ‘SPECIAL QUALITY’
 The discovery of  a vintage bottle in the third-floor collections area 

led to a new design for a T-shirt.
Volunteers retrieving bottles for the upcoming Speaker Series pre-

sentation on brewing history came across the colorful beverage label 
that  inspired this design by volunteer graphic artist Jeff  Ganger.

WHS is still researching the history of  the beverage company.
The t-shirts are $18 and are available at the Little Red Store and the 

Kneeland-Walker House.

GARDEN PARTY DELIGHTS 
WITH PERFECT WEATHER

On a beautiful July evening, 
garden supporters flocked to the 
grounds to enjoy conversation 
and refreshment among the mid-
summer blooms.

The new rain garden was freshly 
planted, and inspired some 
visitors to try a green method of  
detaining water to keep it out of  
the storm sewers.

Carolyn Dressler, herself  a de-
voted volunteer, hosts the event 
as a fundraiser and a thank you 
to the volunteers who keep the 
gardens looking their best.

 
MEET TRAVIS MANN,
NEW RESEARCH VOLUNTEER 

  
With little more than a bare-

bones orientation, Travis Mann 
jumped right in to answering 
research inquiries, assisting with 
the Firefly exhibit and working 
on collections projects. 

Mann is learning his way around 

the collections database, as well 
as figuring out the resources that 
WHS has available for the variety 
of  questions that come his way 
every week: geneologies, burial 
records and architectural histories 
are some of  the most ommon 
requests.

Mann grew up in Sturgis, MI, 
and found his way to the Uni-
versity of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 
where he earned a graduate de-
gree in Library and Information 
Science.

Mann and his wife Laura have 
two children, Tegan (6) and Terry 
(1). He volunteers in the Judith 
A. Simonsen Research Library on 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

ONCE AGAIN, IT’S TIME 
FOR PAINTING THE LADY

The arrival of  a boom lift in 
the driveway is a sign that paint-
ing will soon be underway at the 
Kneeland-Walker House.

Workers from Culver’s Paint-
ing will begin power-washing to 
clean the house. This first step is 
scheduled to occur before Labor 
Day, and painting will start right 
after that. 

Feel free to check on the 
process as the reigning queen of  
Wauwatosa gets a makeover!

WARM THANK YOUS AT
A TOASTY FIREFLY

Firefly was the hottest ticket 
in town this year—literally. With 
August temperatures in the 90s, 
volunteers in the beverage tent 
could hardly keep up with the 
demand for bottled water and 
root beer floats. Even the shady 
gardens were a little too humid 
for comfort.

Weather aside, the fundraiser 
still brought in the crowds and 
raised over $31,000 for the his-
torical society.

Visitors and artists alike gave 
a thumbs-up to the grilled food, 
prepared by V Catering. 

Special thanks to Firefly’s major 
sponsors Firefly Real Estate and 
Art of  Dentistry. Wauwatosa Pe-
diatrics, WaterStone Bank, Leff ’s 
Lucky Town, Sprecher Brew-
ing, Colectivo Coffee, Anodyne 
Roasting Co., Corner Bakery, 
Metcalfe’s Sentry, Pepsico and Big 
Head Brewery were all a big part 
of  the success. 

THANK YOU, SCHOOLHOUSE 
HELPING HANDS

Middle schooler Ella Smith 
remembers that the 19th-century 
schoolhouse was a hands-on field 
trip.

“I liked when they did a lesson, 
we all wrote the answers on the 
slates. It was 
fun that we all 
got a chance 
to use the old 
stuff,” she said.

When she 
was back in the 
schoolhouse 
for a visit this 
summer, she 
came up with 
a way to put 
her summer 
vacation to 
good use: “I 
thought, ‘Whoa, this is really 
cool. We could volunteer!’”

 She rounded up a few friends.
and over a couple of  days they 
swept, stocked and arranged the 
classroom for the second-graders 
who will visit the schoolhouse 
starting in September.

The Wauwatosa Historical 
Society (WHS) collects, 
preserves and dis-
seminates the history of 
Wauwatosa. 
Founded in 1977, the so-
ciety is a donor-supported 
non-profit organization 
with more than 600 
individual family and 
business members.
WHS is an affiliate of 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and is supported 
by individual gifts, 
membership fees, and 
foundation grants.
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responsibility for statements made 
by contributors.
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until we turn into a beautiful butterfly,” 
says Jim Haertel.

The old ag school’s Administration 
Building, which Mandel Group turned 
into a conference center and offices, is 
included on the tour. So are the former 
Dairy and Dormitory buildings, which 
Mandel Group partially razed and turned 
into a walled Zen garden and a dog park.

The Engineering Building is actually a 
one-story building, although the raised 
basement level has a large space the 
Haertels will use as a garage and indoor 
patio. Guest quarters eventually will be 
created in the light-filled lower level.

The Haertels like to think of this house 
in thirds. The western third originally 
had a drafting room (now the master 
bedroom, with walk-in closets along 
the north and south sides) and lecture 
room (now the large master bathroom). 
A room that originally was an office 
will again be used as an office. Another 
bedroom was added to the western third 
of the house. 

Despite being close to Highway 45, the 
master bedroom is quiet, and the Haer-
tels say they enjoy seeing deer and wild 
turkeys from the large windows.

In the middle third, the Haertels have 
created a guest bedroom with its own 
bathroom with a step-in shower and 
tub. A third full bathroom, also with a 
tub with a shower, is next to the laundry 
room.

In what once was a carpentry shop 
on the building’s eastern third—a large 
open space with a 20-foot ceiling—the 
Haertels have created a living room, din-
ing room and kitchen. The Engineering 
Building had no fireplace, so the Haer-
tels have added one, modeling it after 
the fireplace that can still be seen in the 
remains of the Dormitory Building that 
is now a walled dog park. Masons were 
able to use bricks salvaged from Mandel 

Group’s careful dismantling of the Dor-
mitory and Dairy buildings. The Haertels 
also were able to salvage roof shingles and 
copper gutters from those two buildings.

A 12- by 23-foot room tucked under 
the roof, overlooking the living room, 
may be used as a grandchildren’s library 
or a game room.

The Haertels were so pleased with 
the crew of carpenters, electricians and 
plumbers hired to create Best Place at the 
Historic Pabst Brewery that they used the 
same crew to renovate their new home.

Amy Persin Home
1761 Underwood 
Avenue

One tour house is 
brand new but not 
without a history. 
Following a six-year 
effort with many twists 
and turns, Wauwa-
tosa native Amy Persin 
this spring completed 
construction of a mod-
ern bungalow clad in 
reclaimed Cream City 
brick. 

With design features 
and innovative build-
ing materials and 
techniques aimed at 
energy efficiency, it’s 
safe to say there’s no 
other home like it in 
Wauwatosa.

For 89 years, a house Zeno and Pau-
line Serwe built in 1926 occupied the 
property. Four generations of the Serwe 
family lived there until 2009, when a 
bank foreclosed on the by-then derelict 
home that the city had condemned. 

Persin bought the old house in 2012 
from a short-term owner who had 
cleaned up and removed much of the 
house’s interior in preparation for 
rehabbing it. Persin thought she could 

turn it into a home to live in when 
she visited from California and even-
tually as her permanent home.

But she decided instead to start 
from scratch. She had the house razed 
in 2014 and hired a California archi-
tect to design a “work of art” for the 
property. The city’s Design Review 
Board determined it wouldn’t fit into 
the neighborhood. The architect’s 
second design would have been too 
costly, and Persin hired a different 
architect but then spent three years 
designing the house herself—down to 
the smallest details. 

While the basement was being 
excavated in early 2017, a human 
skull was uncovered, briefly halting 
the project. The Milwaukee County 

medical examiner determined that the 
skull was decades old, and its identity 
remains a mystery. 

Persin worked briefly with two other 
contractors before hiring P.E.A. Build-
ers, which emphasizes using modern 
building materials that have a lower 
environmental impact and less reliance 
on fossil fuel energy sources. P.E.A. 
Builders worked closely with Persin to 
make her vision a reality.

The house was constructed using 
structural insulated panels, or SIPs, 

which result in a durable home with 
high indoor air quality. SIP homes 
are more airtight, using 40-60% less 
energy because they don’t need vertical 
studs throughout the exterior walls for 
strength. Interior walls are covered with 
horizontal tongue-and-groove shiplap 
red oak panels, with reclaimed brick 
outside. Cabinet doors are of rift-cut 
red oak.

HOMES, from page 1

Innovative building materials and energy-efficient design are 
showcased at Amy Persin’s home on Underwood Avenue.

See HOMES, page 4

Jim and Karen 
Haertel res-

cued a long-
abandoned 
Eschweiler-

designed  
building and 
are turning it 

into their 7,200 
square-foot 

home.



Floors on the first floor and in the 
basement use Speedfloor, an innova-
tive suspended concrete flooring sys-
tem that is lightweight and only four 
inches thick.

Floors are warmed with radiant heat. 
The house has triple-pane windows, 

and solar panels on the roof are ex-
pected to provide most of the house’s 
electricity. The design takes advantage 
of the house’s orientation, with a wall 
of windows on the south for passive 
solar and to bring light into the house. 
Storage is built along north walls. 

The first-floor ceilings are eight feet 
tall, with picture railings and the bot-
tom of clerestory windows all running 
at 6 ½ feet from the floor. Ceilings on 
the first and second floor are of bam-
boo.

Solid hickory stairways with black 
iron railings angle from the basement to 
the first and second floors. 

The master bedroom and bathroom 
are on the first floor, along with a living 
room with a water vapor fireplace, a 
mudroom, and a large open kitchen and 
dining area, as well as a sunroom that 
can open up to both the outside and 
inside. 

The second floor has another bath-
room and two bedrooms that are 
mirrors of each, separated by a “kids’ 
hangout” room. 

The basement has more living area, 
including a fourth bedroom and a third 
bathroom. Eventually, Persin plans to 
create a kitchenette next to the lower 
level bedroom, incorporating the laun-
dry-style sink used in that bathroom.

Persin likes an uncluttered, easy-to-
keep-clean house, and has included 
built-in storage throughout the house to 
minimize the need for furniture.

Susan Cerletty Residence
1848 Church Street

Susan Cerletty brought a background 
in physical therapy, thoughtful plan-
ning and an artistic sense into turning 
her 140-year-old Italianate-style frame 
house into a multigenerational home 
where three people “can care about each 
other but not for each other.”

Cerletty, her 93-year-old mother and 
a younger relative moved into the home 
nearly a year ago, after a total renova-
tion that began in late 2016. Most 
of the home is new, but it retains the 
historic look and charm of the original 
house.

“The house has been designed for un-
obstructed access, safety and accommo-

dation of functional challenges during 
the third phase of life,” Cerletty said.

Cerletty’s background as a physical 
therapist and former head of the largest 
rehabilitation hospital in Chicago is 
evident in the home’s careful redesign. 

Bartelt The Remodeling Resource 
took the home down to the studs. The 
first floor was enlarged to convert what 
had been a formal parlor into a large 
open kitchen, with both personal and 
common storage. A relocated, wider 
stairway to the second floor accommo-
dates a chairlift, and a stairway that had 
been modified in 1927 was removed.

A new first-floor sitting room can 
double as a guest bedroom by unfolding 
a Murphy bed. The room also would ac-
commodate a hospital bed and includes 
a bathroom fully accessible to someone 
in a wheelchair.

Much of the long, narrow house was 
widened, making room for a hallway 
connecting three second-floor suites. 
Each suite has a sitting area, desk work-
space, sleeping space, personal storage 
and it own thermostat.

Open walkways and an open-concept 
floor plan accommodate wheelchairs 
and walkers. All cabinets and draw-
ers have bail pull handles, and doors 
have paddle hardware that is easier for 
arthritic hands to use. Handholds have 
been added near doors, and bathrooms 
have unobtrusive grab bars.

Cerletty reused or retained many 
aspects of the original house. For ex-
ample, a new spa room in the basement 
uses a claw foot tub and cupboard from 
the original upstairs bathroom, the 
hand sink from the old powder room, 
and wainscoting from the dining room.

The family room retains two of the 
home’s original windows with their 
wavy old glass. It also has the white 

marble fireplace surround that was 
added in 1927 after the house was 
moved several blocks to make room for 
an addition to Wauwatosa High School. 

Cerletty added a one-car garage to the 
east end of the house to supplement a 
new detached two-car garage. 

Gardens provide for easy socialization 
on the patio and from the sidewalk. A 
courtyard is hard-scaped to make assist-
ed walking safer, and a ramp leads from 
the courtyard to the first-floor level. 

Judith Persin Home
2000 Forest Street

John V. and Bertha Theis built this 
stately farmhouse-style home in 1918, 
according to city of Wauwatosa records. 
John Theis was employed as a carpenter. 

Thomas and Judith Persin bought 
the home in 1979, becoming its fourth 
set of owners. Tom, who died in 2016, 
taught at Marquette University High 
School for 43 years and coached the 
school’s golf team. Judy, who continues 
to live in the house, worked at Rainbow 
Booksellers and taught at the Children’s 
Corner Preschool. The Persins raised 
five children, Julie, Jennifer, Thomas, 
Jr., Amy and Rebecca (Bek) at the 
house. 

The house remains much as it was 
built, with maple floors, wide three-
piece baseboards, painted wood crown 
moldings, and original doors of stained 
gum wood with intricate brass knobs 
and faceplates. Based on replacement 
of one patch of flooring between the 
living room and sunroom, those two 
rooms once may have been divided by 
a wall. Now, the living room flows into 
the sunroom through a wide arched 
opening. Another notable change was 
a kitchen remodeling that included 

HOME TOUR, from page 3

Susan Cerletty has turned a 140-year-old Italianate-style house at Church Street and 
Hillcrest Avenue into a multi-generational home for three adults. 
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Shaker-style maple cabinets.
For the home tour, Persin’s home tem-

porarily gives a glimpse of 1918—how 
Wauwatosans were dealing with World 
War I and other social movements, such 
as women’s suffrage, that were going on 
at the time.   

Historic objects from WHS collec-
tions—helmets, letters from soldiers 
stationed in France and domestic 
items—are set throughout the house at 
2000 Forest St. The exhibit gives view-
ers a notion of the social climate and 
zeitgeist of 1918, the year the house was 
built.

Anita J. Sievert Home
8121 Aberdeen Court

Although three earlier families lived in 
this English Tudor Revival-style home 
built in 1935, it’s likely that for years to 
come neighbors will refer to it as “The 
Elephant Lady’s House.” Visitors—
and anyone who has met owner Anita 
Sievert during her many volunteer ef-
forts with WHS—will understand why 
immediately. 

Anita and her late husband, Jim, 
bought the home in October 1962 and 
raised their two daughters there. Jim, a 
certified public accountant who worked 
as a comptroller and vice president for 
several area companies, died in 1995.

He often traveled for his job, and 
Anita often joined him. On those 
travels throughout the world, for both 
business and pleasure, the Sieverts often 
bought elephants.

Anita’s collection really began 55 years 
ago, early in their marriage, when Jim, 
while on a business trip in Jamaica, 
bought one of the small teak statues 
that now sits on the table next to the 
original stone fireplace surround.

Anita found a similar statue in San 
Francisco the next year, and the herd 
began proliferating. 

Anita’s friends, relatives and even 
people she met casually have given her 
many of the items in her home. She 
has created some of the stained glass 
and other artwork featuring elephants 
and has painted elephants on window 
blinds and other 
pieces.

It can be hard 
to see past the 
elephants in the 
rooms, but the 
Sievert house 
has some no-
table architec-
tural features. The 
front hall, living 
room and dining 
room each have 
a different design 
of plaster crown 
molding. The 
bay window in 
the living room 
features leaded 
glass.

In the kitchen, 
Anita stripped 
white paint from 
the cabinets to 

bring them back to their original oak 
finish. Most of the cabinets are original, 
but the Sieverts replaced some inexpen-
sive doors that had been installed under 
the sink during a previous owner’s 
kitchen remodel. She thinks that 
remodeling job opened up the space be-
tween the kitchen and breakfast room.

Three bedrooms—one that the 
Sieverts have always used as a den—are 
upstairs. The elephants have prolifer-
ated here, as well—in rugs, textiles, 
framed puzzles, elephant-themed 
handbags (one with notes Anita uses 
when she gives presentations on her col-
lection) and stuffed toys.

The Sieverts’ daughters, Shari and Su-
san, shared the room Anita now uses as 
her bedroom. There, Anita tends a herd 
of 250 elephant earrings and numer-
ous elephant necklaces, pins, belts and 
scarves. 

The largest bedroom, where Anita’s 
mother once stayed, is now a TV and 
computer room. 

* * *
WHS thanks tour chair Chris Vogel, 
co-chair Stephanie Merz, researchers 
Carolyn Dressler and John Goudie, and 
graphic artist Andrea Del Balso Fell, as 
well as home coordinators and dozens of 
volunteer dozens, for their efforts. Shore-
west Realtors, LandCrafters and Bartelt 
The Remodeling Resource are sponsor-
ing the tour.

100 years ago, at the conclusion of World War I, Judith Persin’s home was built on 
Forest Street. War memorabilia will be displayed during the tour.
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“The Elephant Lady’s House” on Aberdeen Court is a one-of-a-
kind marvel. Anita Sievert has collected elephant art for decades.
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COLLECTIONS

Join us Oct. 6 for 
the Tour of Homes.

Details on Page 1.

NEW BOXES OF GOODIES FROM PIONEER FAMILIES

7406 HILLCREST DRIVE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“Christmas in July!” is how intern John Serrano described the four boxes 
of  materials that arrived in the research library last month.

The collection donated by the Doud Quinn family includes geneological 
records dating to the arrival of  families from England in the 17th century. 
Family members moved to Wauwatosa in the early 19th century, and worked, 
built and intermarried with other pioneering families.

 “The collection connects to so many of  the other families. Charles Hart’s 
grandson, by extension related to the Wheelers, is also related to the Gilbert 
family. And the Gilberts are related to the Swans, the Stickneys, the Gridleys 
and the Fishers,” said Serrano.

The boxes contained several photos, many of  them featuring Lyman G. 
Wheeler, an early settler who recorded some of  Wauwatosa’s beginning his-
tory. Wheeler’s notebooks from his time as a law student contain musings on 
politics at the turn of  the century, and the pictures show him at various points 
throughout his long life: as a student, a practicing lawyer, with his family, 
campaigning for circuit judge, and as an old man. “We could do a flip book 
on Lyman Wheeler,” said Serrano.

The first part of  the work on the project is sorting and cataloguing the 
material, including several books that are over 100 years old. In the coming 
weeks, volunteers will ensure that everything is properly stored and shelved. 


