
When Abigail Adams wrote to her husband John Adams 
at the Continental Congress in 1776, “I desire you would 
Remember the ladies, and be more generous and favourable 
to them than your ancestors,” it’s doubtful she was suggest-
ing full suffrage for women. That idea was still regarded 
as radical by some reformers at the historic Seneca Falls 
Convention 72 years later.

Nor was John Adams, like most free, land-owning white 
men of  the majority religion in that time, inclined to share 
the vote with women. A few states experimented with an 
expanded franchise: New Jersey’s state constitution per-

mitted women to vote, and they did starting in 1797. After 
1807 the legislature ignored that part of  the constitution, 
and women once again were shut out of  the electoral pro-
cess.

Voting rights progressed in a piecemeal fashion through-
out the territories and states of  the nation for most of  the 
19th century. Wyoming women celebrated first when their 
state became the leader in granting full suffrage in 1869, a 
victory summed up by the Wyoming Tribune: “Better appear 
to lead rather than hinder when a movement is inevitable.”

The mood among Wyoming’s contemporaries in Wiscon-
sin was cautious rather than celebratory.

Stung by the failure of  suffrage bills in 1855 and 1857 — 
not to mention the rejection during the writing of  Wiscon-
sin’s constitution of  women’s property rights — reformers 
were inspired to form the Wisconsin Women’s Suffrage 
Association (WWSA). The group’s efforts were resisted 
from the start by Wisconsin’s powerful brewing industry 
because many of  the suffrage leaders also were activists for 
temperance.

The group’s campaign led to the state legislature passing 
a school suffrage law in 1869. This gave women the right 
to run for school boards and other elective school offices, 
though they could not vote in these elections. (As a bench-
mark of  Wisconsin’s position on the issue, neighboring 
states began to allow women to vote in elections related to 
school and temperance issues around that time.)

Despite an all-out campaign on the part of  WWSA that 
began in 1884, the state legislature refused to prepare a bill 
for full suffrage. However, women were given the right to 
vote at any election “pertaining to school matters.” It was an 
uneasy victory.

In 1888 the state Supreme Court reversed lower court de-
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Male politicians regarded suffrage as a joke, but these Wisconsin club women weren’t laughing when they decided to support the movement in 
1913. Mrs. James Foley, of the Twentieth- Century Topic Club in Wauwatosa, is pictured second from left. Milwaukee Journal, April 23, 1913
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BOARD SETS COURSE FOR 
CONTINUITY IN 2019
Officers on the WHS board 

of  directors have been elected 
for the upcoming year. Peggy 
Rooney will return for a second 
term as president. Beth Jaworski 
will take over as vice president 
for development. Kari Pfisterer 
will serve as vice president for 
marketing. Peggy Katz and 
Bryan Stutzki will continue in 
their respective roles as secretary 
and treasurer.
Taking on a different role is 

staffer Natalie Wysong, who 
is looking forward to working 
on programs and projects. The 
rest of  the board returns for 
this year, bringing stability to the 
organization as it works to find 
balance with the best fit and roles 
for staff.

VOLUNTEERS LIT UP THE 
HOUSE FOR HOLIDAYS
As always, it was the volunteers 

who made the house shine at 
Christmas time. Led by chair 
Mary Kogler, dozens of  volun-
teers, putting in countless hours, 
lent a hand to carry boxes, as-
semble trees, untangle and string 
lights, and then put it all away 
again.
The list of  helpers is long, but 

a special thank you goes to: Al-
len Groh, Kelly Kramer, Kurt 
Kramer, and Tracy Weh for the 
extraordinary hauling, climbing, 
embellishing and organizing.
WHS is also grateful for the 

donation of  cider from Brewers 
Organics for Christmas train 
festivities at the Little Red Store.

JOYCE EHRHARDT, SCHOOL 
TEACHER EXTRAORDINAIRE
For 20 years, volunteer Joyce 

Ehrhardt was a regular on the 
WHS 19th-century schoolhouse 
teacher rota. 
She was a natural at evoking the 

spirit of  an old-time classroom 
with desks full of  21st-century 
second graders, who weren’t used 
to waiting patiently for permis-

sion to speak. 
Ehrhardt was 

a pro, with 41 
years of  experi-
ence in Wau-
watosa public 
schools. For 
multitudes of  
Wauwatosa pu-
pils, she was the 
face of  the old 
schoolhouse. 
Ehrhardt died 

Jan. 1.

WHS recognizes gifts of  the 
following:

In Memory of
JOYCE EHRHARDT

Anonymous
Rachael VerDuin

In Memory of
PAMELA WU

Rachael VerDuin
Anonymous

PABST BUILDING HISTORY: 
SPEAKER SERIES

After the 1895 fire in the Vil-
lage, cream-city brick construc-
tion replaced the ramshackle 
structures that had been put up 
since the 1840s.

Pabst built a saloon that also 
housed several other businesses, 
and which today is Ristorante 
Bartolotta. 

Architectural historian Traci 
Schnell and building owner Joe 
Bartolotta will present a history 
of  the building for the Tuesday, 
March 12 speaker series at 7 p.m. 

The talk is free and open to the 
public at the Kneeland-Walker 
House.

Please join us to hear two en-
gaging speakers describe the rich 
past of  this iconic Wauwatosa 
building!

The Wauwatosa Historical 
Society (WHS) collects, 
preserves and dis-
seminates the history of 
Wauwatosa. 
Founded in 1977, the so-
ciety is a donor-supported 
non-profit organization 
with more than 600 
individual, family and 
business members.
WHS is an affiliate of 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and is supported 
by individual gifts, 
membership fees, and 
foundation grants.
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Historic Wauwatosa  [ISSN0195-
2951], published four times a year, 
is a WHS membership beneft. Full 
membership levels start at $20 for 
seniors, $25 for individuals, $30 for 
families, $40 for organizations and 
$55 for businesses.

You can receive Historic Wauwa-
tosa digitally right in your email 
inbox. Going paperless is fast, 
easy and convenient, and it helps 
WHS save on printing and postage 
costs so your support has an even 
greater impact. Send us an email 
and signup now to go paperless.

Historic Wauwatosa welcomes 
submission of articles and pho-
tographs. WHS does not assume 
responsibility for statements made 
by contributors.
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WHS
WHS is kicking off  2019 with the 

exciting news that Alissa Weber will 
be stepping in as the new executive 
director.
Weber, who has a B.A. in Commu-

nications from UW-Stevens Point, 
has a marketing and management 
background. Before coming to 
WHS she served as the marketing 
and sales director at Oak Park Place 
and at the Shepherd Express. 
Weber enjoys working with volun-

teers and diverse populations, and 
believes her established partner-

ships will be a great addition to the 
organization. “The historical society 
already has such a well respected 
repuation in the community and 
I’m ready to expand that.”
Weber was born and raised in 

Fond du Lac, but is “Tosa Proud all 
the way.” 
Weber’s husband John is in law 

enforcement, and the couple have 
two children, Mia (13) and Will (8), 
and a Border Collie, Buddy.
Welcome aboard, Alissa!

MEMORIALS

Ehrhardt

NEW WHS LEADER BRINGS ENTHUSIASM TO ROLE 

Weber

Klumb’s Pharmacy was in the 
Pabst Building from 1926-1939.
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cisions that had allowed women to vote 
at school elections. The ruling stated that 
candidates for school offices had to be 
listed on a separate ballot. The legislature 
in turn refused to provide the authority 
to local governments to do this, in effect 
invalidating the school suffrage law.

In the meantime a new generation of  
activists began to work for incremental 
reforms through women’s organizations. 
Many women, capable and eager for self-
expression, formed clubs that promoted 
intellectual and practical improvement 
for their members. They were among the 
few places where women had power and 
influence. The campaign for women’s 
rights aligned with the clubs’ broad 
platforms of  civic reform, such as health 
and education causes, and the Wisconsin 
Federation of  Women’s Clubs (WFWC) 
took the lead in the campaign for suf-
frage.

One club in Wauwatosa, social in its 
activities, but pledged to undertake 
some work for civic betterment, was the 
Twentieth-Century Topic Club. The club 
formed in 1900 as an offshoot of  the 
Wauwatosa Woman’s Club, and when 
the Topic Club disbanded in 2015, its 
records, including minutes and lists of  
members, were donated to the historical 
society. These records of  club activities 
help interpret history and show Wauwa-
tosa women’s concerns in an age before 
they had an equal voice in politics and in 
workplaces. 

The WFWC campaign focused on 
placing more women in prominent civic 
positions and in reactivating the school 
suffrage law so women could run for and 
vote in local school board elections.

Its first successes came in 1901 when 
the Wisconsin legislature finally autho-
rized separate school ballots, and women 
could again vote for school offices. Gov. 
Robert La Follette, whose wife Belle was 
an attorney as well as a women’s move-
ment activist, appointed women to state 
boards and commissions. He also sup-

ported legislation ensuring women would 
continue to have positions on some state 
boards.

A record from the Twentieth-Century 
Topic Club registers the mood in Wau-
watosa in 1902, quoting Lysander Grid-
ley, editor of  the Wauwatosa News, who 
reportedly said, “The average woman 
does not care any more for the privilege 
of  voting than the average man does for 
the privilege of  putting a baby to sleep.”

In early 1911 state Sen. David James, 
father of  prominent activist Ada James, 
introduced a referendum bill on state-
wide suffrage for women. The minutes 
of  the Nov. 13, 1911, Topic Club record 
the group’s support: “Motion carried that 
Twentieth-Century Topic Club co-oper-
ate with the Woman’s Club in petition-
ing the Common Council to appoint a 
woman on the School Board.” At the 
same meeting, a motion was made that 
the club endorse the suffrage movement.

The statewide suffrage referendum was 
defeated by a two-to-one margin in 1912.

A year later the two groups—WWSA 
and WFWC—merged, and they lobbied 
for another referendum bill. Gov. Francis 
McGovern vetoed it.

A referendum bill proposed in 1915 
also was rejected, and elective boards of  
education also were eliminated, wiping 
out women’s gains on school boards 
throughout the state.

On June 4, 1919, the U.S. Congress 
passed the 19th amendment, which 
declared, “The right of  citizens of  the 
United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of  sex.”

A few days later, Wisconsin women cel-
ebrated being the first state to ratify the 
amendment. Nineteen states had some 
level of  suffrage for women by the time 
the national amendment was passed.

Many of  the women who had started 
the cause did not live long enough to 
vote. Women and men in the US fought 
for almost 100 years for the right to vote, 
and in 2019 the 100-year-old victory is 
still worth celebrating.

Middy (top) and bloomers from WHS col-
lections. Historian Rose Gallenberger 
presented a selection of women’s 
clothing at the January Speaker Series. 
Gallenberger explained the impor-
tance of ready-made fashions in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries to  
the women’s movement. The clothes 
enabled better movement and freed 
up time and money for women to 
enter the workforce.

WORDS MATTER

Suffrage: Comes from an Old French word for prayers 
said after a deceased soul and Latin words meaning sup-
port, ballot, vote or lending support for someone. The 
word came to refer to a vote cast in favor of  someone, and 
eventually the privilege or right of  voting.

-ette: Originally a French suffix denoting something 
small, it came to mean feminine, imitation, inferior, or 
something less than the real thing. For example a cigarette 
is a small cigar, leatherette is imitation leather, and a kitch-
enette is a less extensive kitchen. By 1900 “-ette” meant 
small or womanly.

Suffragette: Used in a condescending way, the word 
combined femininity and lesser importance. Supporters 
preferred the term “suffragist.”

Suffragist: A suffragist is a woman or man who believes 
in allowing the right to vote. The word was originally disap-
proving and meant to be insulting. But it was also associ-
ated with action, disruption and demanding to be heard no 
matter the cost. 

Over time, people have forgotten the early negative 
connotations of  the word. It is now commonly used to 
describe any supporter of  women’s suffrage in any country.

--Rachael VerDuin 
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GO GREEN!
Save paper 
by opting to 

receive newsletter 
by email

Last year our printing costs for the 
newsletter were more than $1,500, and 
postage exceeded $600. 

This year we’re trying to decrease 
those costs of printing and production 
in two ways. 

One, by switching to a quarterly 
newsletter (don’t worry, we’ll still keep 
in touch about all the events, programs 
and activities).

Two, by growing the number of mem-
bers who receive the newsletter by 
email. Our ambitious goal is doubling 
the number of people who sign up.

To get started, simply email us at 
staff@wauwatosahistoricalsociety.org 
with “Email newsletter” in the subject 
line. Also check out our archived copies 
at wauwatosahistoricalsociety.org. 

(And if you change your mind, you 
can always go back to receiving a paper 
copy. Just let us know.) Thank you!
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